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By DeNai Kramer 
‘’We  wish you  a 
Merry Christmas!’’ 
These were the 
sounds of   
Christmas joy heard 
on December 14 in 
the afternoon  at 
Sycamore Manor. 
 The fifth 
grade band students 
put on a holiday 
concert for the resi-
dents.  
 The residents enjoyed the season’s perform-
ance. The students played eight Christmas songs. 
Mrs. Leidhecker stated that fifth grade students have 
brought holiday music to the residents for the last 
ten years. Sycamore Manor residents gave all the 
students candy canes in appreciation. 
 So, fourth graders, tune those instruments 
and get ready for next year. If you are not a member 
of the band, Mrs. Leidhecker always says, “Join the 
band!” 

       Fifth graders spread holiday 
cheer at Sycamore Manor. 
          Photo by Hannah Paulhamus 
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By Kristina Reis and DeNai Kramer 

This year, the fourth graders are doing an 
activity in music class called “Around the 
World.” This whole activity is brand new to the 
fourth grade and to Miss Kilmer, music teacher. It 
started in the beginning of January and will con-
tinue through February.  

Students are traveling to Mexico, Japan, 
India, Sweden, Brazil, Laos, South Africa, and 
Australia. They have been playing all different 
exotic and regular instruments. They have also 
been learning about the different countries and 
building vocabulary. Fourth grader Hayli 
Springer likes learning about the different coun-
tries the best. The project will take one or two 

months to complete.  
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 It is hard to be-
lieve that we are already 
half-way through the 
year!  We have had a lot 
of indoor recess lately; 
hang in there.  The first 
day of spring is March 
20, and it will be here 
before you know it!   
Thank you for practic-
ing our SOCKS rules everyday and making 
our school such a great place to be!   

Grades 3-5 will take the PSSAs be-
ginning on April 1.  We will provide you 
drinks and snacks each day you take a test.  
Get lots of rest and eat a good breakfast.  
You and your teachers have been working 
hard to do your best.  It is a lot of fun cele-
brating your successes during the morning 
announcements and visiting classrooms to 
distribute the prizes.  Keep up the good 
work!  We have a surprise in store for you 
when we finish taking the tests…shhhh! 

Grades 1 & 2 will take the Intermedi-
ate Unit Assessments the week of March 31.  
Those tests only take two days. 

There are a lot of activities in the 
next few months; outdoor recess, Read 
Across America, Easter break, PSSAs and 
the IU assessments, musical performances, 
field trips, Activities Day, and finally, the 
Awards Assembly and graduation. 

 
"Alone we can do so little, together we can 
do so much."  Helen Keller 
 
Mr. M  
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By Mrs. Cooley & Friends 
 
"BULLY BUSTERS:  Ways to Stay 

Bully-Free!" 
 
 During our classroom guidance 
lesson time we have been discussing bullying and what 
we can do about it.  Bullying is hurting other people with 
words or actions.  There are four different kinds of bully-
ing:  physical, verbal, social/emotional and cyber.  While 
bullying has been around forever, it is NOT a normal part 
of growing up.  No one has the right to hurt you and eve-
ryone has the right to feel safe, accepted and valued at 
school.   
 Among the activities we have been working on to 
address bullying include:  reading the book “Mean Jean 
the Recess Queen,” singing the song “Don’t Laugh At 
Me,”  creating anti-bullying posters, watching and dis-
cussing the video “Gum In My Hair:  How to Cope with a 
Bully,” practicing assertiveness skills and “I – Mes-
sages,” and role playing peaceful conflict resolution.  In 
addition, we signed class pledges stating we all agree we 
won’t bully others, we will help kids who are being bul-
lied, we will include students who are left out, and we 
will report bullying we know about or see.   
 
Other ways to stay bully-free are: 
 

- avoid bullies 
- stay calm 
- act confident      
- be assertive (use “I messages”) 
- say “Stop it!” 
- stick together with friends 
- walk away 
- go to a safe place 
- tell an adult 

 
“If you judge people, you have no time to love them.”  - 
Mother Teresa 
 
Special thanks to the “Cool Cats” and “Banana 
Splits” lunch bunches for their great ideas!  
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by Sydnie Leigey 
 On January 2, 2008, Mr. Rivera replaced Mr. Rhoads in fifth grade 
because Mr.Rhoads has become assistant principal. Here is some  
information about Mr. Rivera.       
  He was born in Morristown, New Jersey. Mr. Rivera likes to help 
kids by teaching. It also makes him feel a lot younger. When Mr. Rivera 
was in college, he had a teacher who completely inspired him to become a teacher. Mr. Rivera thinks that 
kids are really cool to teach. That is why he became a teacher. Mr. Rivera used to work at Warrior Run 
Middle School. Mr. Rivera’s favorite team is the Bucknell Basketball Team. In case you are wondering, 
Bucknell is a college in Lewisburg.  
 Mr. Rivera wants to explore the building in every way (top to bottom). Also, Mr. Rivera has 4 sis-
ters ranging from ages 9-15. His parents live in New Jersey. Welcome, Mr.Rivera! 
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 by Samantha Renner 
 Have you been wondering who Mrs. Stensland is? She is a new Title I 
paraprofessional. Mrs. Stensland likes sports and music. Mrs. Stensland has 
two sons, Riley, who is 13 years old, and Kaden, who is 10. Kaden is a fifth 
grader. Mrs. Stensland thinks learning to enjoy reading is the key to success. 
She likes to help kids discover the joy of escaping into a good book. She likes watching everything her kids 
play, which is football and basketball. Mrs. Stensland’s favorite food is pasta and seafood. She enjoys all 
kinds of music. A lot of teachers inspired her when she was growing up. Welcome, Mrs. Stensland! 

�
�������������/���������������)����00%�

��������
�	�
���

�
����	����
�
����	������

�	�
��
��	�������

�	�������
��
	���
�������������
������
���	��������������
������

�������
���

 Photo by Erika Maurer 
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   Welcome to the Schick Elementary Parent Teacher Or-
ganization (PTO) news column. Schick has a very active 
PTO that helps to provide many enjoyable and educa-
tional experiences for our students.  Parent/guardian(s) 
are encouraged to join this organization.   

Congratulations Lancer Lightning for a fantastic 
first edition.   The news articles, photographs, and inter-
views made for enjoyable reading.  We wish you luck in 
your upcoming issues.   
PTO News: 
�  Schick has earned $1,476.00 through December 2007 
from Giant's A+ Rewards program.  This is with only 248 
Bonus cards designated for this program.   It is NOT 
TOO LATE to sign up and earn cash for our 
school!!  Please ask friends, neighbors, family, etc. to des-
ignate our school for this program.   The School ID for 
Donald E. Schick Elementary school is 00723.  The forms 
are available at Giant's Customer Service Counter.   You 
can also go on to Giant's website, www.giantaplus.com 
and designate our school there.   
Please direct any questions regarding Donald E. Schick 
Elementary School's participation in Giant's A+ Rewards 
program to Krista Ray at:  ltsepto@loyalsocklancers.org.  
� The PTO has sweatshirts and t-shirts for sale, includ-
ing a new gray hoodie. For more information, including 
an inventory, visit the Donald E. Schick webpage – under 
PTO.  You can also forward questions via email to 
ltsepto@loyalsocklancers.org. 

�   Keep cutting your   .   Our next Box Top 
collection date is February 21st. 
�  Our next PTO meeting is Tuesday, April 1st at 7:00pm 
in the library.  The meeting is open to all parents of 
Schick Elementary students.   
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By Lauren Raemore 
Would you like to know what it would be 

like to live a day in the life of our principal, Mr. 
Mato? If so, read on to hear all about what Mr. 
Mato does all day with kids, and behind the doors 
with meetings and discipline. 
 Mr. Mato has to be at school by 7:30 each 
morning to make sure kids get off the buses safely. 
His most important responsibilities in an average 
school day are working with teachers and students, 
and making sure everything runs smoothly. Mr. 
Mato has been a teacher and principal for over 20 
years.  Something Mr. Mato would like to change 
about our school is the design of the traffic pattern. 
Mr. Mato became principal because he was always 
given leadership roles. The hardest part about be-
ing principal is creating win-win situations for eve-
ryone.  His favorite part about being principal is 
the interactions with the kids. Mr. Mato says, 
“Kids are just fun.”  

 by Mackenzie Sellinger 
 Have you ever wondered what a recorder is, 
or what sounds they make?  Well, first of all, a re-
corder is an instrument. It looks like a plastic clari-
net, but it sounds like a flute. Third graders have 
been playing the recorders. Miss Kilmer  says that 
the third graders sound great after only a few prac-
tices, and they continue to improve. She also encour-
ages the third graders to, “Keep working on the fin-
gers movements!”          
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By Hannah Paulhamus 
    
 Have you ever 
wondered what Mrs.  
Dulak does every day? 
Well, here is what she 
does. She is a very busy 
woman!  
 Mrs. Dulak 
teaches writing and reading to third, fourth, and fifth 
graders. Mrs. Dulak says she can’t live without read-
ing! She likes reading aloud and writing about her 
reading. She loves all kinds of books. She wants to 
pass on her passion for books to boys and girls. She 
wants to motivate kids to read. Outside of school, 
Mrs. Dulak goes to the gym. She also goes to college. 
 Mrs. Dulak has a 1 year old kitten named 
Kelly. She also has two sons who go to the University 
of Pittsburgh. Mrs. Hughes, fifth grade teacher, is her 
back door neighbor. 
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by Brennan Hepler 
        A day in the life of Mrs. Cooley would be wonderful, wouldn’t it 
be? Well, I got an inside look on how a day in the life of Mrs. Cooley 
would be like, and its awesome!  
        As you know, Mrs. Cooley is a counselor, so she does counsel-
ing. She works with individual kids, small groups, and large groups.  
        Mrs. Cooley loves helping other kids. She listens to them care-
fully and enjoys using fun methods to solve their conflicts. 
        I asked Mrs. Cooley if being a mother of twins helps with her job at all. She said that it helps her un-
derstand other kids’ problems better, and her job also helps her be a better mom, especially with twins! Mrs. 
Cooley also told me that she loves talking with kids, helping kids work out conflicts, doing lessons, and she 
loves to play with her puppets! 
         Mrs. Cooley’s favorite quote is “We can do no great things—only small things with great love.”- 
Mother Teresa. She loves that quote almost as much as she loves the kids here at Schick, and that’s a lot of 
loving! 
        So, do you think that a day in the life of Mrs. Cooley would be fun? Well, I know that it would be. 
Mrs. Cooley is one of the nicest, inspirational, and fun teachers here at Schick, and that’s why both you and 
I love her so much! 
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By Elijah Solley 
      
  It takes a special person to teach an  
energetic group of new students each year. 
      Some of the things kindergarten teachers, like 
Mrs. Hoffman, do is plan for their lessons while 
their students are at specials or recess. Mrs.  
Hoffman recently read Junie B. Jones to her 
 students.  Some things 
Mrs. Hoffman’s class 
does that fifth graders 
don’t is they have 
snack. Also, they do 
the calendar and 
weather activities. 
Mrs. Hoffman has 
been teaching for 14 
years. 
 Some things Mrs. Hoffman does outside of 
school is run errands. She does cooking and clean-
ing at her house. What she likes best about teach-
ing is seeing the kids smile. 
  

Photo by Connor McLean 
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 by Bree Hepner 
 Have you  heard Mrs. 
Cooley has set up a peer media-
tion group? Peer Mediators are 
students help work out conflicts 
between students. There are 33 
mediators in fourth grade and 35 
students are peer mediators in the 
fifth grade. 
 Peer mediators have to go 
through many types of training. 
They have to learn about commu-
nication, listening, and mediation 
skills. Mrs. Cooley says, “Peer 
mediators help kids work out their 
conflicts peacefully.”  They com-
pleted their training on Thursday, 
January 31 and Wednesday, Feb. 
6th.  

By Caitlin Bowman  
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By Jenna Dugan 
Have you ever wondered 

what an ambassador does? Ambas-
sadors welcome new students to 
our school by giving them a tour. 
Our school hasn’t had ambassa-
dors for the last couple of years, 
but that will change. Mrs. Cooley 
says that it will help cut back on 
bullying because students will feel 
more comfortable in our school 
and they will develop better friend-
ships. It will also be a good experi-
ence for both the current students 
and the new students. Ambassa-
dors will need some training, so 
they know how to welcome new 
students.  
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By Makenna Winner 
Have you ever read any Frog and Toad books? Well now Frog and Toad is a musi-

cal! The second graders of Schick Elementary attended the musical at the Community 
Arts Center on November 15th, 2007. 

I asked Miss Nycz for information on the play. Miss Nycz said that Toad  is her 
favorite character because Toad  kept everyone laughing. Her favorite part of the play was when the Snail 
delivered the letter from Frog  to Toad. She also said she liked the play because it was funny and it kept 
everyone laughing, including the teachers. She said it was an amazing show.  

By Lauren Raemore 
On Thursday, December 20th from 8:30 to 10:15 the first graders 

switched classes to do various activities in an event called “Reindeer 
Day.” Mrs. Jameson, Ms. Knittle, Mrs. McCarthy, Mrs. Novotny, and 
Mrs. Reitz each read a story having to do with reindeer and did an 
activity that followed the story. 
 Some of the activities were making reindeer out of paper, 
learning about homophones by reading the story “Dear Deer,” doing 
holiday word searches, and making magic reindeer food out of oatmeal, 
birdseed, and glitter. Most of the activities involved something 
educational like writing about their paper reindeer and learning how to measure the oatmeal, bird seed, and 
glitter for the magic reindeer food. 
 It seemed like many of the kids had a favorite activity. A first grader, Ryan Goodell, said, “The 
paper reindeer was my favorite!” It looked like reindeer day was a hit!  
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 photo by Erika Mauer 
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By Bryonna Engel 
 In the story, Bridge to Terabithia, a boy named Jesse meets a new girl after she 
amazingly beats all the boys in a race. The new girl’s name is Leslie. Jesse had soon fig-
ured out that Leslie had moved in beside him. All of Leslie’s stories seemed to get Jesse’s 
attention. With Leslie’s creative stories and a quick run through the woods, Terabithia 
was discovered. There were so many things to explore, but a terrible tragedy happens and 
can only be figured out if Bridge to Terabithia is read. To me, the book is a fun-filled 
story with adventure and sorrow that anyone will enjoy.  
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By  Tommy Baggett 
 The Little Lancer basket-
ball travel team is underway. 
They competed in a tournament 
at the Central Mountain YMCA 
on January 18 and 19, 2008. 
They defeated the Bucktail 
Bucks by a score of 62 to 30. Bright and early the 
next morning, they played a game and they beat the 
Clearfield Bison 57 to 27. Because they won the 
game, they advanced to the championship game 
against Indian Valley White Tails. They were tough 
because they had some good 3 point shooters on 
their team, but the Lancers managed to cover them 
and won 40 to 19. They were the Central Mountain 
basketball tournament champions. Also, on Satur-
day, January 26, the team played three games in a 
tournament in Jersey Shore. They were able to beat 
some tough teams, and became the tournament 
champions again! The team members are Brennan 
Casale, Michael Pastore, Jimmy Webb, Kyle 
Datres, Wesley Lapoint, Tommy Baggett, Omar Lit-
tle, Robbie Klein, Ben Sosa, and Nick Difransesco. 
The great team is coached by Jim Webb Jr., Kevin 
Baggett, and Jim Lapoint.   
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Compiled by Tommy Baggett and Jimmy Webb 
  
 We surveyed 48 
fifth grade students. Our 
question was ‘’Who do 
you think will win the 
NBA finals?’’ As you can 
see the Boston Celtics killed in the ratings. 

��	������#������
��������
#���������-�������

���"���
Submitted by Mrs. Fox 
Classes with most minutes per student: 
Fifth Place: Mrs. Tymeson’s class. 
Fourth Place: Mrs. Duty’s class.   
Third Place: Mr. Rivera's class.  
Second Place: Mrs. Mitstifer’s class. 
First Place: Mrs. Zaccaria’s class for the second 
week in a row!  
  The top individuals the first week were: 
 Andrew Malone, Mitchell Klingerman, Allyssa 
Graafsma, Andrew Marshal, Emily Fox, Emily 
Marshall, Matthew Hibbs, Madison Fox, Justin 
Downs, and Brendan Downs. 
Top individual for the second week:  
Allyssa Graafsma 
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By Kristina Reis 
The fifth grade band 

and chorus played and sang 
holiday songs on December 6, 
2007. They performed at 9:00 
a.m. for the school, and 
performed at 7 p.m. for the 
parents. Mrs. Leidhecker has 
been organizing school 
concerts for 18 years. Also, 
this year the band will put on 
2 concerts and several new 
songs. Mrs. Leidhecker is 
looking forward to the spring 
because the fourth and fifth 
grade bands are performing at the All- District 
Concert on March 13th.  One new song being 
performed in the spring is called “Dance of the 
Jabberwocky.” Lauren Raemore and Makenna 
Winner both say their favorite part of playing in the 
band is that Mrs. Leidhecker makes everything fun! 

Bree  Kepner  plays  the  
French  Horn. 
Photo  by  Katie  Keller 

 

$��&�2����
����$���?��������'����������%�
Directions:  
Follow the black lines and try to avoid the obstacles. 
By Michael Lentz and Bradley VanEss 
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By Fletcher Quigley 
 Have you ever been to the 
Super Bowl? I haven’t. Well, this 
year, the Super Bowl was held on 
Sunday, Feb. 3 in Phoenix, Ari-
zona. The New England Patriots 

faced the New York Giants. The Patriots have had 
multiple trips to the Super Bowl, and the Giants 
haven’t made it in a while. The Patriots were 12 
point favorites. The Giants were the 12 point un-
derdogs. Finally, they started and the Giants con-
trolled the ball. The Giants scored a field goal first. 
Then, the Patriots scored a touchdown. Then, the 
Giants scored. In the second half, the Patriots 
scored again. It took until the fourth quarter for the 
Giants to score with 35 seconds left in the game. 
The Patriots tried to score again, but it was a huge 
missed opportunity. And so, the Giants won the 
Super Bowl by a score of 17-14, and shocked the 
world.  
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By  Brennan Hepler 
        In December, Ms. Knittle’s first grade class made holiday mosaics. A 
mosaic is a piece of flexi-glass covered with plastic and glass shapes. Ms. 
Knittle has a student named Rowan Hopwood, whose family opened up an 
art studio called “The Studio.” Rowan’s family donated their time and 
supplies for the class to complete the project.  Ms.Knittle thought it would 
be fun to make the mosaics to not only represent Rowan’s family, but to 
also make a great gift for her students’ families. The classes’ mosaics 
turned out great, and the activity really looked like fun. 
 

?��������'��������
.�� �
By Mackenzie Sellinger                                                                      
 Valentine’s Day is coming, and we asked all second graders  
two questions. We tallied the results, and here they are…. 
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Photo  by Chase McKissick 

Submitted by Mrs. Hufnagel 
 Did you know March is National Nutrition Month?  National Nutrition Month is 
the time each year when the importance of good nutrition is front page news!  The  
message this year is “Nutrition: It’s a Matter of Fact.”  Here are some nutrition facts for 
you to consider: 
·  Eating right doesn’t have to be complicated!  Use www.Mypyramid.gov to help 

you choose foods to eat for  life-long health. 
·  Don’t forget to MOVE!  Balancing physical activity and a healthful diet is the best recipe for promot-

ing overall health and fitness. 
·  Read food labels to get nutrition facts that help you make smart food choices quickly and easily. 
·  Kids – don’t forget your daily dose of fruits and veggies!  They are packed with vitamins, minerals and 

fiber.                           
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1 levanesitn____   __________ 
2 thera____________________ 
3 olev_____________________                             
4 upcid____________________                                      
5 siks_____________________ 
6 ycadn__________________ _ 
7 sroes_____________  ______ 
8 ocohcalet_________________ 
9 owlfres___________________ 
10 rowra___________________ 
Answers are on page 8. 
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Photos by Chase McKissick, Erika 
Maurer, Sydney Ray, Alexis Cozza, and 
Connor McLean.  

By Sydney  
Leinbach and 
Brittany Taylor 
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