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Mid -Winter Family Fun                      
By Billy Wanck   Grade 4 

 

 On Friday, February 19, Indian Lane held a Mid-Winter Family Festival and Silent Auction.  

This is the first time our school has held this type of event.  

 

 I was very excited when I walked into the gym and saw the 

carnival.  I saw so many games including the MOON BOUNCE!  

Garrettôs family brought the moon bounce ï we had so much fun 

bouncing on it!  I played a lot with my friends, Nicholas, Jake, 

Mason, and Billy.  We played the Ping Pong Fish game ï I won 

seven fish!  Someone else won 12 fish!  Jake showed me the 

lemon drinks that Dyanna Cramer and her mom made.  They sold 

out in the first hour because they were so good.  My sister, Abby, 

won an awesome cake playing a musical chairs game.  I ate a 

huge piece of her prize!  She also got to announce the ñAre You 

Smarter than Your Principal Game?ò over the microphone.  A 

bunch of students tried to beat Mr. Bennett at trivia questions but 

he got most of them right!  After we played all of the games, we 

got to pick out prizes with the chips we won.  I got a lip whistle, 

bubbles, bouncy balls, a glider, and candy with my chips. 

 

 Jake Gilbertôs dad sold raffle tickets.  We bought a bunch of the tickets hoping to win the flat 

screen TV, but we didnôt.  The Silent Auction had a lot of cool items that you could bid on and win.  

We didnôt win any of those either but I bet the people who did were happy.   

 

 Lots of people helped make it a really fun event, including my mom.  Iôm happy that she and 

everyone else worked to make such a fun night for all of us at Indian Lane.  It was awesome!  I 

hope we have it again next year!  
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Morning of Giving  
By Andrew McManiman  Grade 4 

    
 On December 23,

 
2009, fourth and fifth graders had a Morning of Giving in the gym.  Our 

students, teachers, and parent volunteers spent the morning giving to our community.  In the gym, fourth 

and fifth grade students from Indian Lane sang songs, and the Indian lane Strings and the Rose Tree 

Media Elementary band played music.  

 

     While we did this, first through third graders went 

to Fair Acres.  First and second graders sang holiday 

songs they learned in their music classes. First graders 

also played the Dreidel game with the residents.  The 

second graders told jokes.  Third graders entertained 

the residents with songs and played Bingo with them. 

 

     Back at the I.L. gym, the Morning of Giving ran 

from about 9:30 to 10:30 am.  The program started 

with Mr. Bennett welcoming everyone.  The students 

then entertained over 100 guests from Elwyn, Don 

Guanella, Divine Providence, and The Residence at 

Glen Riddle.  

 

       Mrs. Battavio directed the fourth graders from I.L. as they sang and played holiday songs on the 

recorder.  The fifth graders from I.L. also sang.  Mr. Walls and Mr. Boyle directed the elementary band, 

orchestra, and the Indian Lane strings.  The music was very good and our guests liked it too! 

 
     The program ended with Mr. 

Bennett thanking everyone and 

wishing them a happy holiday.  

Next, our guests enjoyed 

refreshments and were given a 

small gift before returning to their 

homes.  It was a great, fun-filled 

morning.  I liked it and I canôt 

wait to do it again next year! 

 School News______________________________________________________________________ 
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Peter Pan at the Arden Theatre  
 By Tate Boell   Grade 2 

  

  On Friday, January 22, the second grade classes went to see Peter Pan at the 

Arden Theatre.  The bus ride was crazy.  When we got there, we went through a 

door and saw a cool background.  We sat down and one of the managers said there 

were six people in the play.  The six people played Wendy, Peter Pan, Captain 

Hook, Michael, Tiger Lily, and Mrs. Darling, but there was no John.   

 

  The lost boys were made out of cans, flowerpots, and old clothes.  Tinker Bell 

was made out of bottles.  They took light bulbs and put them on a fishing pole and 

she lit up.  Sheets were hooked up to the ceiling that made the people really look 

like they were flying to Neverland.  The play was great.  I didnôt have a favorite 

part, because I liked it all.  I had a great time! 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Playing the Recorder  
By Mitchell D. Grade 3 

  I just started playing the recorder.  It is lots of fun.  I like 

to practice at night after dinner.  I can play a few songs like 

"Queen B," "All Alone," and "Starburst.ò  I could use some more 

practice on "Starburst,ò but I'll get better eventually.   

  

 Mrs. Battavio is very good at playing the recorder.  She 

has a program called Recorder Karate.  When I play certain songs 

correctly, I get a colored belt to hang on my recorder case.  So 

far, I have the white belt.   

  

 I like playing the recorder.  It is fun.   
 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

I like Indian Lane Becauseé. 
By Owen Burk    Kindergarten 

 

 The teachers are nice, and they teach me cool words like ñestimate.ò 

 Making crafts in our classroom is fun.  

 I like the playground and the curvy green slide.  

 I like the music teacher, Mrs. Battavio, and her fancy name.  

 There is a really good teacher there and her name is Mrs. Durant, and I love her.  

 I really like the library and Mrs. Crow who helps us and reads to us. 
  

School News_________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.ardentheatre.org/2010/peterpan.html 
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H1N1 Clinic at Penncrest 
By Andrew McManiman   Grade 4 

 

      On December 21, 2009, the H1N1 flu shot clinic was held at Penncrest High School.  

The public clinic ran from 4:00-8:00 pm.  The program was organized by Linda Bluebello, 

Ed.D., our Director of Pupil Services at RTMSD.  

 

     H1N1 is a new strain of flu that spreads from person to person just as the regular flu 

does.  It is expected to be widespread this winter.  H1N1 started in the spring of 2009 and 

quickly spread throughout the United States. 

  

     The clinic was set up in the Penncrest cafeteria.  There were 10 stations set up.  There 

were nurses, doctors, and paramedics giving shots.  There were also helpers.  My dad and I 

went to station 10 where Mr. Bennett was a helper.  I saw parents from Indian Lane, like 

Jonah L.ôs mom, who were giving shots and helping.  I was scared to get my shot.  I was at 

table 10 with my dad.  The nurse said to look away and I did.  When I got my shot, it hurt like 

someone pinched me.  When my shot was done, my dad got one too.  When we finished 

getting our shots, we drove home. 

 

     There were many people from different places there to help.  Dr. Bluebello replied to an 

email I sent her and said, ñWe had about 30 volunteers from the school community (teachers, 

administrators, support staff, etc.) and about 10 adults from the community, some of whom 

were nurses, doctors, etc.  There were also medical personnel from the PA Department of 

Health, Delaware County Intercommunity Health, Paramedics, EMTs, etc.ò 

 

      When asked how many people got shots, Dr. Bluebello said, ñThere were a total of 1300 

students and adults from the RTM community including students attending our non-public 

schools.ò 

 

  What you can do to prevent spreading the flu: 

ü Wash your hands frequently with soap & water or hand sanitizer 

ü Donôt share drinks, food or spoons and knives 

ü Cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze 

ü Stay home if you are sick 

 

      Remember, if you are nine or younger and got the shot, you need a second one.  

You can ask your doctor about this. 

 
 
 
  

School News_________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Indian Lane Computer Lab 
By Erin Boell     Kindergarten   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Board Games Club 

By Ryan Salladino      Grade 2 

 

 Board Games Club is an after-school club that meets twice a 

month on Tuesdays.  Students in all grades can go to the Science Lab to play games 

for about one hour and fifteen minutes. 

 

  My friends and I think it is fun.  There are no video games, just board games.  The 

games I mostly play are Blokus and Piranha Panic.  Other people play Connect 4, Stackers, 

Chinese Checkers, Stare, Hangman, and Uno.  

 

  While we are there, we usually have soft pretzels for a snack.  At Christmastime, at the 

end of Board Games Club, we have candy canes! 

 

  Mrs. Cave is in charge of the club.  I think Mrs. Cave is holding it because it gives 

students more time to play games and more time to be with their friends.  Mrs. Peck also helps 

at Board Games Club.  They help kids out if they donôt know how to play a game and help 

with snacks and cleanup too. 

 

  I think going to Board Games Club is very fun.  More kids should try to go because it 

is awesome to play games there with your friends. 

 

 School News_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Why I Like Making Ice Castles 
By Joey L.     Kindergarten  

 

 

 I liked making ice castles becauseé. 

 

  They are made of candy, which was good to eat. 

  I got to make the ice castles with my mom and   

                 little brother. 

  The sugar was like bricks, so it was like building 

                 with Legos. 

  We were allowed to take them home. 

 

 This is why I liked making ice castles at Indian Lane with my class. 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Ice Castles 
By Matthew Hannigan          Kindergarten 

 

 

 

  

 School News_________________________________________________________________________ 
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I Love Indian Lane! 
By Colin Anderson    Grade 3 

 

 

  I drew this picture because I love Indian Lane.  Indian Lane is my favorite school in the 

world.  I wish I could stay here forever.  I love playing with my friends and the teachers here are so nice! 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bobcat 
By Ian Wade      Grade 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 School News_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reading Olympics 
By Jonah L.  Grade 4 

 

 

      I interviewed Mrs. Crow about Reading Olympics.  

Reading Olympics is a reading program where fourth and fifth 

graders read books from different genres during the year.  

Last year was the first competition for Delaware County.  We do 

Reading Olympics because we want to encourage kids to read and 

answer questions about what they read.  

      

      I asked Mrs. Crow some questions about the contest.  Mrs. Crow said that there would be 

questions about the characters and events in the books we read.  Teachers, librarians, and reading 

specialists from Delaware County pick the books and write the questions.  Mrs. Crow said her favorite 

book on the list is Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat.  Mrs. Crow also said if she could add one 

book to the list it would be something by Gary Paulson. 

 

  I asked Mrs. Crow how it felt to be the leader of the Indian Lane Reading Olympic team and she 

said, ñThe kids are really the leaders of their own reading and Iôm the coordinator along with Mrs. 

DiMaio with help from Ms. Ferdon and Mrs. Friedgen.ò 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

School News________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Visit the official website at: 

www.dciu.org/readingolympics 

 

The Delaware County Reading Olympics is a yearlong 

celebration of reading open to all Delaware County PA students 

in grades 4-12. 

 
 

http://www.dciu.org/readingolympics
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Run the Lane: Indian Lane 5K 
By Nicholas E.        Grade 4 
 

 Indian Lane PTG is hosting a 5K Run/Walk coordinated by Mrs. Sue Dermott and 

Mr. Mike Angelina.  I interviewed Mr. Angelina to learn about this fun community 

event.  The run will take place on Saturday, June 5, 2010.  Mr. Angelina said that there 

is also a 1K Family Fun Run/Walk for those who donôt want to run the 5 kilometers, 

which is 3.1 miles. 

 

 I asked Mr. Angelina how people sign up.  He told me that there are a number of ways to signup: 

1. Filling out the form on the Indian Lane Web Site that will be available soon 

2. Filling out the hard copy that will be coming home from school in the next month or so  

3. Registering online at www.runtheday.com 

 

Mr. Angelina said that ñRun the Dayò is the organization that will be handling the details of the run.  They 

will do the starting and also track the time at the end. 

 

Mr. Angelina said that any age can be in the run, but if youôre under 18, you must have your parentôs 

permission.  The deadline for signups will be sometime in May, although you may signup the day of the race 

and just pay a late fee.  

 

I wanted to know if there would be a lot of hills.  Mr. Angelina said, ñThere will definitely be a hill or 

two, but not as bad as the Elwyn 5K which starts by going uphill.  This will be a nice run.ò  I also asked how 

many people he expects.  His reply was, ñItôs hard to guess how many runners there will be.  We have many 

people in our community who like to run, but I would be real happy if we had over 200 people.  I think this 

could be a lot of fun.  Itôs right after the Elwyn Challenge, and Broad Street Run, but before the Media 5-Mile 

Race.ò  I wanted to know if there would be t-shirts and Mr. Angelina said, ñYes, for the first 500 runners.ò  

 

I asked if there is any way that the students can help.  I found out that:  

1. The students and their parents can ask local businesses to sponsor. 

2. They can also help to find people to participate in the run. 

3. They can come to the run and participate in the walk.  (It is great exercise, and they can help 

 cheer as the runners cross the finish line.) 

 

ñWill there be any prizes?ò  I asked.  ñSimilar to the Elwyn 5K, there will be small prizes for the 1
st
 place 

finishers in a variety of categories.ò  These categories are:  

1. Menôs: 21 and under ; 22-30;31-40;41-50; and over 50 

2. Womenôs: 21 and under; 22-30; 31-40; 41-50; and over 50 

3. Indian Lane parent: 21 and under; 22-30; 31-40; 41-50; and over 50 

4. Indian Lane students and alumni currently in RTMSD by grade (K-12) 

5. RTMSD Employees: 21 and under; 22-30; 31-40; 41-50; and over 50 

 

 Last, but not least, Mr. Angelina told me, ñThe run is more about getting out, exercising, and having fun, 

than it is about a true raceðso the prizes will be small.  A strong finish to a good race is better than a fast 

time.ò 

 

 Mr. Angelina was full of a lot of great information, so mark your calendars, tell your relatives, friends, 

coaches, instructors, etc., that Run the Lane will take place on Saturday, June 5, 2010. 

 School News_________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.runtheday.com/
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An Interview with Dr. Joe Gillespie 

Dean of Division of Education and Human Services at Neumann College  
By Delaney R.           Grade 1 

        

 
  I interviewed Dr. Joe Gillespie on February 2, 2010.  I thought 

it was really fun because I got to see my momôs boss and get to know 

some information about a deanôs job and what Dr. Joe likes to do. 

 

  A dean is someone who makes sure everything gets done, like 

the principal of Indian Lane, Mr. Bennett.  Deans are leaders of a 

school community.  Dr. Gillespie is in charge of meetings, comes up 

with new ideas, and watches the faculty teach.  He also does a lot of 

work at home like grading papers, checking emails, and reading 

books that help him teach better.  His favorite part of his job is to 

work with teachers and observe them.  

   

  I found out that Neumann University has a school newspaper like The Indian Lane Ink, and Dr. 

Gillespie gave me my own copy, which looked like a magazine.  I also found out Penncrest High School 

students come to Neumann for classes and teachers in our district take classes in the graduate program. 

 

  Dr. Gillespie has a big family.  He has a wife, five sons, five daughters, seven grandsons, and 

seven granddaughters.  He enjoys reading true stories and mysteries.  When reading to his grandchildren, 

he lets them choose what they would like to read.  One of his grandchildren really likes The Princess and 

the Frog.  Her name is Holis. 

   

  Dr. Joe Gillespie really loves to work with people.  He enjoys being with them.  His favorite part 

of his office is his view of the Our Lady of Angels Convent and the big, beautiful trees.  Dr. Joe said 

teaching is the most exciting part of his job because you are able to build relationships. 

 

            The last question I asked Dr. Joe was if he liked the interview and he said he really did!  I really 

did too! 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

People________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Fun Stuff Kids Can Do on Weekends 
By Sophia Tumolo         Grade 3 

 

 Are you bored on a weekend?  Try these ideas: 

¶ Invite a friend over to your house. 

¶ Ride your bike (if itôs sunny). 

¶ Listen to your favorite music. 

¶ Make a funny video. 

¶ Go to a movie. 

¶ Go to Media and take a stroll down State Street. 

¶ Go on a hike in Tyler Arboretum. 

¶ Visit Longwood Gardens. 

¶ Go hiking in Ridley Creek State Park. 

¶ Visit the Philadelphia Zoo. 

¶ Try out a new recipe for something yummy. 

¶ When it snows, go out and play in the snow! 

¶ Teach your grandparents something they donôt know how to do. 

¶ Ask your grandparents to teach you something that you donôt know how to do. 

¶ Plant a garden. 

¶ Write a scary story. 

¶ Rent a good movie to watch with your family. 

¶ Build something with your parents. 

¶ Have a silly dance contest. 

¶ Go bowling. 

¶ Go ice skating. 

 These are some great ideas!  I bet you have some too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 People_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Pennsylvania State Farm Show 
By Abby D.       Grade 2  
 

 In January, my family and I went to the Pennsylvania Farm 

Show.  It was about an hour and a half car ride.  We met some of our 

cousins at the show in Harrisburg.  

 

 When we entered the main lobby, the wall was covered with 

pictures of animals.  Then we went to the snack bar.  It mostly had lunch 

foods.  I had chicken nuggets and the most delicious baked potato ever!  

Then we went out of the snack bar.  There was something like a shop 

but there were huge tractors that you could sit in!   

 

 Next, we went to see the animals.  There were pigs, llamas, horses pulling carriages, sheep being 

shaved, cows, bunnies, and birds.  At the bunnies and birds section, I got a real peacock feather!  

 

 Then we saw this big room that had lots of sweet treats, a playground, a place where you could 

play with corn, get free Turkey Hill ice cream, have your face painted, and see a giant butter sculpture!  

The huge butter sculpture was a picture of a farmer and his wife with a cow standing at a table.  The 

sculpture was made from 900 pounds of butter, sculpted by a man who lives near Media (in 

Conshohocken), and will be recycled into biodiesel fuel.   

 

 My favorite part of the show was petting the bunnies.  It was fun! 

 
 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The 2010 Mummers Parade 
By Makayla D.    Grade 3 

 

 My dad is in the Mummers.  There are different kinds of Mummers.  

There are the Fancy Brigades, String Bands, and Comics.  Dad is in a 

Fancy Brigade.  My dad goes to the Convention Center in Philadelphia to 

practice for the big show.  They practice for months, but it feels like years 

to me.  On January 1, when they do the real show, my mom, my sister, 

Holly, Aunt Marie, Uncle Bill, our friends and I go to the Convention 

Center to see it.  Every year there is a different theme for each club.  Dad is 

in the Jokers club.  This year their theme was ñPlaytime.ò  They had balls, 

hula-hoops, jack-in-the-boxes, people dressed as toy soldiers, and even 

blocks that spelled ñGAME OVER.ò  Iôm still sad because of their place 

number.  They came in fourth.  The club that won first place was the 

Vikings.  They were okay, but I think the Jokers were the best! 

 

 I had an awesome 2010 with the Mummers! 

Local News__________________________________________________________________________ 

The Pennsylvania Farm Show, held each January in Harrisburg, is the largest indoor agricultural 

event in America.  There is no admission charge to attend.  Visit www.farmshow.state.pa.us for more 

information. 
 

 

http://www.farmshow.state.pa.us/
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The Hagley Museum 
By Gwen Coyne    Kindergarten 

 

  I like the Hagley Museum because it has lots of stuff you can see.  You 

can see the DuPontôs house (Eleutherian Mills).  It is very fancy and, if you want, 

you can count the eagles all over the house.  You have to ride a bus to the house.  

You can also see the DuPontôs office, and you can go in the office.   

 

  In the workersô area, you can go in the schoolhouse where you can write 

with a quill pen.   

  

 You can go in the Gibbons House, which is a tiny house, but a lot of 

people lived there.  You can see stuff like a skirt holder that holds a ladyôs skirt 

up when she goes up the stairs so she can carry a baby.  You can play the organ 

upstairs and see how they washed clothes downstairs.  You can see how they 

took a bath.  The cleanest person took a bath first because everyone used the 

same water.  They all took a bath once a week. 

 

 They have buildings where they made gunpowder.  The buildings face the 

river because if there were an explosion they would go into the river.   

 

 The Hagley Museum has a lot of fun stuff for kids and grown-ups.  Itôs not very far away, and 

you should go there!   

 

The Hagley Museum is located in Wilmington, DE, and is the site of the DuPont familyôs original 

gunpowder works, and their first home in the United States.   Visit http://www.hagley.lib.de.us/ for more 

information. Check with your parents before you go on-line. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

A Historical Landmark: The Academy of Music 
By Alexa Gallo  Grade 3 

 

 The Academy of Music is a beautiful place!  Did you 

know it is a historical landmark?  The Academy of Music is 

150 years old, and has a fascinating history.  In 1860, the 

Prince of Wales, the future King Edward VII, attended a 

concert there.  A box seat in the theater was later named in his 

honor.  In 1889, The University of Pennsylvania football team 

played Princeton University inside the Academy.  John Phillip 

Sousaôs march, ñStars and Stripes Forever,ò received its 

premier that same year.  Guess what?  There were live horses 

on stage for the Opera, Girl of the Golden West. 

 

 In 2008, I saw the musical Annie, and this past December I saw The Nutcracker with my friend 

Carly and our moms.  The stage was spectacular, and the costumes were beautiful!  I think the 

Academy of Music is a wonderful place to go! 

  

 Local News__________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.hagley.lib.de.us/
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Groundhog Day 
By Marlena Umland  Grade 2 

 

 Hi!  Iôm Punxsutawney Phil!  But you can call me Phil.  I am a groundhog who is nice and furry.  I 

am 22 inches long, and I weigh about 20 pounds.  I love to eat vegetables, and my jaws are very strong.  I 

also love to hibernate every year.  My home is Gobblerôs Knob in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania.  Today I 

am going to tell you about Groundhog Day - when and where the first Groundhog Day was celebrated; 

also, Iôll tell you the date and time of day that Iôm pulled out of my hole each year (and how bad it feels to 

be pulled out of it).  Iôll also share some of my past predictions and other facts. 

 

 The first Groundhog Day was many, many years ago in 1887, February 2 of that year to be exact.  

That was the FIRST time I was rudely pulled out of my hole.  I enjoyed the attention at first, but over the 

years, I have started to not enjoy it so much.  This is because they wake me up out of a very deep sleep, 

very, very early in the morning, as early as 7:20am.  When I come out, if I see my shadow, that means six 

more weeks of winter and more sleep for me!  Over the past 15 years, Iôve seen my shadow 12 times.  

This year, 2010éI saw my shadow again.  That means six more weeks of sleep time!  Woo hoo! 

 

 I was chosen for this job by the German settlers.  They brought this tradition from their country to 

share with the United States of America.  Thank you, German settlers.  They thought I was the right guy 

for the job because I reminded them of the European hedgehog who was thought to be most intelligent and 

sensible.  Now, I donôt do this job all alone.  I have relatives all over the country ï 44 to be exact.  Some 

of these other famous groundhogs are: Chuck Wood who lives in Stickney, Illinois; Wiarton Willie who 

lives in South Bruce Peninsula, Ontario; Holland Huckleberry who lives in Holland, Ohio; Birmingham 

Bill who lives in Birmingham, Alabama; Connecticut Chuckles who live in Manchester, Connecticut; Pee 

Wee who lives in Mile Square Farm, Vermont; Dixie Dan who lives in Tupelo, Mississippi; Chilly Charlie 

who lives in Woodstock, Ontario; and my favorite relative, Buckeye Chuck, who lives in Marion, Ohio.   

  

 I hope you now understand how bad it feels to be woken up from a very deep sleep and pulled out 

of your home into the cold, winter weather year after year!!!  I also hope that Iôve been able to share some 

neat Groundhog Day facts with you and your friends! 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Local News__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

To learn more about the Groundhog, visit:  http://www.groundhog.org/index.php?id=24 

 

http://www.groundhog.org/index.php?id=24
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Cambridge Tea Room 
By Meghan Robinson Grade 2 

 

 

 Do you know how afternoon tea was started? 

  

 Afternoon tea dates back to the 1840s in Britain.  Drinking tea became a ritual with the British 

people.  It is now a common drink for all of us to enjoy.   

 

 I went to the Cambridge Tea Room with my friend Emily.  The Cambridge Tea Room is a 

restaurant where you get tea and small sandwiches cut into triangles.   

 

 My favorite part of the Cambridge Tea Room was when we got to look at all the pretty teapots 

on display.  Emily and I were able to choose a special teapot and a cup and saucer to take home.  At 

the tea room, Emily and I both got peach apricot tea and peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.   

 

 Emily and I really liked the tea room because we got to drink the peach apricot tea. 

 

 The Cambridge Tea Room is a great place to relax, have fun, or just hang out with your friends 

and family.   

 
 

 

 

  

Would you like to visit the Cambridge Tea Room?  If so, visit them at 22 East Street Road, West 

Chester, PA 610-399-1077.  They are open Monday thru Saturday from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Local News___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Valentineôs Day 
By Margaret Howe-Consiglio Grade 3 
 

      Did you know there was a man named St. Valentine?  Valentine was a priest who served 

during the third century in Rome.  Valentine was very popular in England and 

France.  Valentineôs Day is about loving, caring, and giving to others.  A lot of 

people at school celebrate it by giving cards with candy.  Some may not.  

Valentine greetings were popular as far back as the middle ages.  The oldest 

known valentine still in existence today was a poem written by Charles, Duke of 

Orleans, to his wife while he was imprisoned in the Tower of London.  Esther 

Howland, known as the Mother of the Valentine, made elaborate creations with 

real lace, ribbons, and colorful pictures.  Did you know that 1,000,000,000 

Valentine cards are sent each year?  Did you know that 360,000 heart-shaped 

boxes of chocolate are sold for Valentineôs Day every year!   

 

 What do you do for Valentineôs Day? 

 
 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Girl Scout Cookies 
By Jacqui Clair Grade 3 

 

There are eight different kinds of Girl Scout Cookies.  They are Lemonades, Shortbread, Caramel 

Delights, Thanks-A-Lots, Thin Mints, Peanut Butter Sandwich, Peanut Butter Patties, and Daisy Go 

Rounds.  Daisy Go Rounds are reduced fat and I heard that this might be the last year that they are made, 

so buy some!  Thin Mints are the most popular Girl Scout Cookie and they are the bestselling cookie in 

America after Oreos and Chips Ahoy. 

 

This year Girl Scout Cookies are being sold from January 14 until March 7.  Girl Scouts have 

been selling cookies for 90 years.  Our Brownie troop has sold over 3,000 boxes of cookies this year!  

We do fun things with the money we raise like going camping and going to water parks.  We also earn 

prizes for selling cookies. 

  

  National News_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Some Facts about Haiti 
By Billy Angelina   Grade 4 

 

    Haiti was discovered by Christopher Columbus in 1492.  It is 

located approximately 750 miles southeast of Florida.  

 

Haiti is about 27,560 square kilometers, which is smaller than 

Maryland.  It has fourteen airports and its population is nearly 10 million 

people. 

 

Haiti is an Indian word that means "mountains" because Haiti is an extremely mountainous 

country.  Haiti is the poorest country in the western hemisphere.  Most Haitians live on less than $2 a 

day.  

 

 On January 12, 2010, an earthquake struck at 4:53pm with a magnitude of 7.0!  It destroyed cities, 

leaving people without shelter and food.  Three million people needed emergency aid after the 

earthquake.  

  

 The Red Cross and the United Nations Worldôs Food Program (WFP) sent emergency food aid to 

them within 24 hours. 

 

 Many people and agencies are coming together to help the Haitians through this disaster.   

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Help for Haiti   

By Patrick Hughes     Grade 5  

 

 There have been many ways to send money to help Haitiôs earthquake victims.  At our own 

school, we held a coin drive to send money to Haiti.  Also, on almost all TV channels, including ESPN, 

there was a message to text the word ñHAITIò to a specific number and you donate $10 to the cause.  

Haiti received the money since the $10 was charged directly to your phone bill.   

 

 There are a lot of other ways to help these victims.  One of the most popular is the Red Cross.  

Visit the Red Cross web site, www.redcross.org, for more information.   

 

National News: Haiti__________________________________________________________________ 

The local Red Cross office is:  

 

American Red Cross  

2221 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103  

Phone: 215-299-4000 

 

To learn more about Haiti, visit these websites: 

http://www.wfp.org/sites/default/files/haiti_lesson_plan.pdf 

http://www.wfp.org/ 

http://www.redcross.org/ 

http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.wfp.org/sites/default/files/haiti_lesson_plan.pdf
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.wfp.org/donate/hai
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The Haitian Earthquake 
By Tate Boell   Grade 2 

 

 On January 12, 2010, Haiti had a big earthquake that hurt most of the city of Port-au-

Prince and other parts of the country.  It was one of the biggest earthquakes in history 

and the Haitians really needed help.  Over 200,000 people died including children.   

 

 After the earthquake, the Haitians were starving and they really 

needed water and food.  Soldiers were bringing water bottles.  People had tents for homes 

or slept in the streets.  Childrenôs parents died.  Children are in adoption centers right 

now.  People are sending food, clean water, and clothes and trying to clean up the 

country.   

 

 It was horrible and sad.  

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Facts About Haiti  
By Jessica Taing    Grade 5 

 

Haiti may be the poorest country in the western hemisphere and just 

got hit by 7.0 magnitude earthquake, but you should look at the interesting 

things about Haiti.  Here are some interesting facts about Haiti: 

 

¶ Since 1804, Haiti has had four national flags. 

¶ Haiti is the third largest country in the Caribbean. 

¶ Haitiôs official language is French.  They also speak Haitian Creole. 

¶ Haitiôs most well known music style is kompa, a very vibrant music and dance genre. 

¶ Haiti was discovered in 1492 by Christopher Columbus. 

¶ On January 1, 1804, Haiti declared independence from France.     

¶ The capital of Haiti is Port-au-Prince.   

¶ Haitiôs national animal is an elephant. 

¶ Haiti is about the size of Maryland. 

¶ Haiti has been described as the ñPearl of the Caribbean.ò 

¶ More than 70 dictators have ruled Haiti. 
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Map of Haiti  
By Anna McLaughl in      Grade 4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 Indian Lane Students Assist Haiti Earthquake Victims! 
A Message from Amy Mc Groarty, Student Council Treasurer   Grade 5 

 

 Student Council held a Coin Drive for the victims of Haiti.  By the end of 

the Coin Drive, our coin jar contained over $530.  Student Council thanks all of 

you who donated.   

 

 The money was sent to the American Red Cross. 
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Haiti:  Survival Stories and Rescue Efforts 
By Nicolette Gargiule   Grade 5 

 

 Haiti, located in the western third of the island of Hispaniola and the 

poorest country in the western hemisphere, experienced a devastating 

earthquake on January 12, 2010.  Sadly, many people died or were badly 

injured and needed to be rescued.  The Red Cross, the military, and many 

other people came to help rescue the people from the rubble.  

 

 There were many survival stories and even more as days turned into weeks.  There was a woman 

who was found living off peanut butter for 7 days after being trapped in a supermarket.  Another 69-year-

old woman and an infant were found 6 days after the earthquake.  Another most recent report found a 

man who survived for 27 days after the earthquake.  The man drank muddy water that ran beneath the 

rubble.  He was badly dehydrated and lost an extreme amount of weight.   

 

 The lack of running water and blocked roads has delayed rescue and relief efforts.  

Haiti will need to rebuild buildings.  Many fundraisers are going on to help this country.  

Some money has helped to build temporary cities and hospital facilities.  With the help 

of the world, we all hope Haiti will recover.   

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Concert for Haiti  
By Abby Dermott Grade 2 

 

 An earthquake struck Haiti on January 12.  Haiti was always 

considered a very poor nation, but now it is devastated.  There was a benefit concert on 

January 22, and it lasted for two hours.  

 

          Six continents, 60 countries, and 58 domestic networks televised the telethon.  

Many famous singers participated in the concert such as Taylor Swift, Stevie Wonder, Jay 

Z, Justin Timberlake, and Beyonce.  A famous actor, George Clooney, organized the event 

with MTV.  Over 100 celebrities answered phone calls to take donations.  The money 

raised is going directly to help the people of Haiti and that is a good thing. 
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Penncrest Students Raise Money for Haiti 
By Emily N.  Grade 3 

 

I went to Penncrest High School and 

interviewed the Advanced Placement French 

class, taught by Madame Riviere.  They did a 

fundraiser for Haiti and I wanted to know how 

they raised the money and how much was raised.   

 

The class raised money by asking for 

donations from other students and from teachers 

during lunch periods, at a baked food sale, at the 

school play (Alice in Wonderland), and at a book 

drive the school was having. 

 

The whole class came up with the idea to 

raise the money.  They had talked in class one 

day about doing a service project.  That night, 

the earthquake hit Haiti.  The next day, they 

decided their project would be to raise money to 

help sick and injured people in Haiti. 

 

The class raised over $4,300.00.  They 

are sending the money to Doctors Without 

Borders.  Madame Riviere told me that the 

French classes in Springton Lake Middle School 

also collected money for Haiti and are adding 

their money to the money raised at Penncrest.  

Altogether, the schools will be sending over 

$4,600.00 to Doctors Without Borders who are 

providing medical help to the earthquake 

victims. 

 

I asked the class why they were the ones 

to raise the money.  Madame Riviere explained 

that Haiti is a French-speaking country and that 

Doctors Without Borders is a charity that was 

started in France.  Doctors from all over the 

world can donate their time to go to a part of the 

world where they are needed.  The doctors go to 

countries where people are poor or have been in 

a natural disaster, like an earthquake, and there 

arenôt enough doctors to take care of them.  

They take care of people and do not charge them 

for the medicine or the treatment.   

 

I think itôs really great that a group of 

kids in Media, Pennsylvania, is helping to pay 

for medicine and doctors to take care of kids in 

Haiti, almost 1,500 miles away.  You could say 

it was ñKids Without Bordersò!   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

The author with Madame Riviere and, behind them, the Penncrest Advanced Placement French class.  
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The Earthquake in Haiti 
By Carly DôAmbrosio Grade 3 
 

Haiti is one-half of a large island called Hispaniola.  The other side of the 

island is the Dominican Republic.  Haiti is in between the Caribbean Sea 

and Atlantic Ocean.  Christopher Columbus discovered the island in 1492.  

Haiti is about the size of Maryland.  It is very hot and has a lot of mountains.  

Many of the people there are poor.  The capital city is Port-au-Prince and about 2 

million people live there. 

An earthquake is a sudden shaking of the ground.  Haiti's earthquake was 

caused by a fault.  A fault is a very big crack in the ground.  They are made of two 

huge rocks that are next to each other.  The rocks moved against each other causing the earthquake.  

The earthquake started at 4:53 pm on January 12, 2010.  It started ten miles away from the capital of 

Port-au-Prince.  There is a scale scientist's use to measure the size of an earthquake.  It is called the Richter 

scale.  The earthquake was a seven, which is very big.  After that, they had over 40 smaller 

earthquakes called aftershocks. 

The earthquake caused many buildings to crumble.  Many people died and many more 

people were trapped in the rocks.  Even the prison collapsed and people escaped.  So many 

people were hurt that doctors could not help all of them.  Many are now homeless.  There is 

hardly any food, water, or medicine to help the sick people.  Many people lost their families 

and houses.  The telephone lines collapsed too, so you couldn't call people. 

Someone I know from Haiti said that she lost many relatives.  They did not find out for a few days 

because they could not call them.  Some of the people in the family are missing and they haven't found them 

yet.  The home they grew up in was crumbled on the ground.  It was in the city of Port-au-Prince.  Even 

though some relatives were asked to come here to America, they said no because Haiti is their home. 

It will take many years for the country to clean up.  Many people from all over the world have helped.  

Indian Lane helped too, when they used the money from Crazy Hat Day to help Haiti. 

 
 

Richter scaleïa scale, ranging from 1 to 10, for indicating the intensity of an earthquake. 
www.dictionary.com 

 

  

http://www.dictionary.com/
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United States Mint:  America the Beautiful Quarters Program 
By Rob Baidokas   Grade 5 

 

ñBeautiful Places: Landmarks and Mintmarksò is the theme of 2010 National Coin Week, April 18 ï 

24.  National Coin Week was started to help people get to know about numismatics, the hobby and study of 

coins and paper money.  This yearôs theme celebrates the many landmarks and scenic places that have 

inspired the designs on coins and paper money.  [Type a quote from the  

 

In 1983, President Ronald Reagan set aside the third week in April as a time for people to think about 

coins.  Collecting coins teaches you about history and important people, places, and events.  

 

For example, in 2009 the US Mint issued four different one-cent coins in recognition of the 

bicentennial of President Abraham Lincolnôs birth and the 100
th
 anniversary of the first minted Lincoln cent.  

On the reverse side of the penny, four different designs were created, each one representing a different theme 

of President Lincolnôs life.  Launched in 1999, the US Mintôs 50 State 

Quarters Program honored each of the nationôs fifty states.  There were 

also the Westward Journey Nickel Program and the 1975-76 Bicentennial 

Coin Program. 

 

Starting this year, you will see five new national site designs on 

the tails side of the America the Beautiful Quarters with George 

Washington on the heads side of the quarters.  The first quarters to be 

released in 2010 will honor Hot Springs National Park in Arkansas, 

Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming, Yosemite National Park in 

California, Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona, and Mt. Hood 

National Forest in Oregon.  The America the Beautiful Quarters Program 

will run through 2021.  To see a complete list of national sites to be 

represented be sure to check out The America the Beautiful Quarters 

National Site Register. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a coin collector, join a local coin 

club and become a member of the (ANA) American Numismatic 

Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

To see the quarters, you can go to: www.americabeautifulquarters.com.  Ask your parents before you do this. 

 

These quarters shown above are the 2011 quarters, which include the Pennsylvania National Park at 

Gettysburg.  (Source of picture:  www.americabeautifulquarters.com.) 

 

 

  

http://www.americabeautifulquarters.com/
http://www.americabeautifulquarters.com/
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Super Bowl XLIV : Saints vs. Colts 
By Billy Angelina   Grade 4 

 
On February 7, 2010, the New Orleans Saints played the Indianapolis Colts, 

down in Miami, Florida.  The Colts were 14-2 in the regular season, and the Saints 

were 13-3 in the regular season.   

 

To get to the Super Bowl, the Saints played the Cardinals and the Vikings.  The Colts had to play the 

Ravens and the Jets, two wildcard teams.      

 

Then, when the Super Bowl came, it was Saints vs. Colts.  The Colts had a 10-0 lead.  By the fourth 

quarter, it was 17-13 Colts.  The Saints came back with a touchdown, followed by a two-point conversion.  

The Colts were driving to tie the game, when an interception was thrown to the Saintsô Tracy Porter.  

 

The final score was 31-17 Saints.   

 

Drew Brees was named MVP of the Super Bowl.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you knowé? 
 

 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 

 

The Super Bowl was the most-watched television show in the U.S. with 153.4 million viewers 

according to NFL. (Nielsen Media Research) 

www.nflshop.com 

 

http://www.nflshop.com/
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Big Five Basketball 
Ryan Robinson  Grade 4 
 

      On December 13, 2009, my dad and I went to see the Temple Owls play the 

Villanova Wildcats in college basketball.  When my dad was in college, he went to 

Temple.  Before they played their game, Villanova was ranked # 3 in the country, 

but Temple was not even in the top 25.  Both teams play in Pennsylvania, and the 

game was played at the Liacouras Center on Temple's court.  Before we left for the 

game, I wanted Villanova to win, but when my dad told me he went to Temple, I 

wanted Temple to win.  At halftime, they had a game of basketball with the 

cheerleaders playing, which I thought was really weird. 

  

      Right before the game started, the loudspeakers were playing the Temple 

fight song that goes like this, ñT for Temple U.  University!  We'll fight, fight, fight 

for the Cherry and the White.  For the Cherry and the White, weôll fight, fight, fight!ò 

 

      One of Temple's players is Juan Fernandez and in that game, he scored 33 points.  He shot 15 times 

and made 11 of his shots.  He shot nine from the three-point range and made seven out of all nine shots.  He 

is 6 foot 4 and is from Argentina.  

 

      During the game, Temple students would make big signs about 20 feet long.  Once they brought it 

all the way down to the bottom of the seats, they would rip it up and when Temple got a three pointer, they 

would throw it in the air like confetti.  At the end of the game, all the college kids rushed onto the court.  

The final score of the game was 75 to 65, Temple. 

 

      Last year, both teams played in the NCAA tournament and Villanova made it to the 

Final Four.  Both Temple and Villanova are part of the Big Five as are LaSalle, St. Joseph's, 

and the University of Pennsylvania.  The big Five started in 1954.  As of February 15, 

Temple's record is 20-5 and they are ranked # 21 in the country.  Villanova is 22-2 and is 

ranked # 3 in the country. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

AC M ilan Soccer Club 
Skylar Brightbill  Grade 4 

 

 Associazone Calcio Milan, better known as AC Milan, is an Italian 

soccer club.  AC Milan is the second most victorious club in Italy.  They have 

won 17 league titles in Italian competitions and 18 international titles, more than 

any other club has.  They were founded in 1899. 

 

 AC Milan plays their home games at San Siro Stadium in Milan.  The 

stadium seats 85,000 people, and is the largest football stadium in Italy.  The 

stadium is also called the Giuseppe Meazza Stadium, named after a 1930s soccer 

legend, Giuseppe Meazza.  Ticket prices range from 69 Euros ($94) to 437 Euros ($600). 

 

 AC Milanôs most popular players are Kakha Kaladze and Ronaldinho.  They play in the series A 

league.  The clubôs all time goal scorer is Swede Gunnar Nordahl who scored 221 goals in 268 games.  AC 

Milanôs nicknames are Rossoneri (Red Blacks) and il Diavolo (the devil). 

T for Temple U 

Un-i-ver-sity! 

Fight! Fight! Fight! For 

the cherry and the white; 

For the cherry and the 

white we'll fight, fight, 

fight! 

http://www.fightsonglyri

cs.com 

 


