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Student Council Elections
By Jessica Davis Grade 5

On September 19, 2008, Indian Lane
had its student council election. The students
had earlier narrowed the vote to three
candidates for each position. For President,
the three candidates were Lizzie H, Zach G,
and Ciara C. For Vice-President, the three
candidates were Liam F, Francesca D, and
Michael P. For Secretary/Treasurer, the three
candidates were Joey D, Lauren W, and
Steven N.

All of the candidates delivered good speeches. Lizzie
dressed up in bubble wrap and told the crowd, "I'm Liz and I'm
full of fizz!" It was funny! Joey D. delivered a very formal
speech. There was lots of applause at the end of the assembly.

After a school-wide tally of the votes,
Lizzie was voted in for President, Liam won as
Vice-President. Two candidates tied for
Secretary/Treasurer. It was a tie for the first
time in Indian Lane history! The new Treasurer is Lauren, and
the new Secretary is Joey.
Congratulations to all who participated!
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Meet the New Student Council Officers!

President
Lizzie H.

Vice President
Liam F.

Secretary
Joey D.

Treasurer
Lauren W.

A Message from Lizzie

Dear Indian Lane School and Community,

I am Lizzie, Student Council President. I am
looking forward to a great school year with
Student Council. Our first meeting was
productive. We discussed the school store
and raising money to give to a charity. If
you have any ideas or suggestions for
Student Council, please send them to the
Indian Lane office to the attention of Student
Council.

Thank you!

Lizzie
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What the United States Constitution Means to Me
By Kaley Kirk Grade 3

Our Constitution started way back in 1789 and still
guides us today in 2008. A constitution is a plan that
provides the rules for a government. It tells what the
rights and responsibilities of the people are. Our Bill of

Rights is the part of the Constitution that describes the rights and
freedoms that nobody can take away from us.*
(*Wikipedia.org)

At school, we have the Bobcat Pledge, which tells us what
our rights and the rights of others are. It is similar to the United
States Constitution because it protects us from bullies and harmful
people.

On Constitution Day, we all signed the Bobcat Pledge and
made a promise to treat everyone with respect. Each and every
day we say the Bobcat Pledge together as a school.

Let this be a reminder every day that we are individuals
with our own beliefs and ideas and that we should care about
others and support them. These are rules to live by your whole life.

Anti-Bullying Message:
Please keep your hands to yourself! Don’t poke others.
Message and drawing by Nicholas Evangelista Grade 3

School Happenings__________________________________________________

The Bobcat Pledge

We Pledge to:

Be respectful and responsible

Offer a helping hand

Be a friend to everyone

Care about feelings

Accept differences

Tell an adult

Stand up for what’s right



3

Board Games Club
By Sean McGroary Grade 2

Board Games Club is really cool.
There are lots of games to play like Monopoly
and Chess. But my favorites are Sponge Bob
Life, and Connect Four Stackers. I played with
second graders, but it is open for first to third
graders. They even have lots of great snacks like
soft pretzels.

Mrs. Cave runs the club, and she makes it
lots of fun. If you really like to play board games
this is the place for you!!! You will see me there!

Survey: What is Your Favorite Board Game?
By Lindsay Cave Grade 2

I did a survey of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade Indian Lane
students to ask them to vote for their favorite board game.

Monopoly was the winner, with 21 students saying they
like that game the best. Checkers came in second with 16 votes,
and Candyland, Life, and Sorry each got 15 votes. Chess got 9 votes, Battleship got 5 votes, and
Yahtzee got 4 votes. The chart shows the votes.

Some games that are not shown on the chart because they got 3 votes or less are: Bingo,
Clue, Pirana Attack, Risk, Tic-Tac-Toe, Trouble, Chutes and Ladders, Connect Four, Guess
Who, Parchesi, and Twister. Are any of these your favorite game?

School Happenings__________________________________________________
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Homework Club
By Jacob Gilbert Grade 3

I want to tell everyone that Homework Club is awesome! Homework Club is
offered everyday after school (except on Fridays). You get to pick which days you want
to go. But before you can attend, you need to talk to your teacher because your teacher
has to recommend you for the club. Homework Club starts at 3:20pm and the kids who
participate go to the library or computer lab to do their homework. Parents pick us up at
4:00 pm.

What is great about Homework Club is
you get your homework done faster than you
would at home! I am finished with my
homework by 4:00pm, so I have plenty of time
for sports and fun. Not only do I get my
homework done fast, but if I get stuck on
something the teachers are there to help.
Sometimes homework does not take too long
to do. So if I finish before 4:00pm, I get to go
on the computers to cool websites like
FunBrain.com or Scholastic.com. If you don’t
want to work on the computer, you can always
read for 100 Book Challenge. One thing I
really like about Homework Club is I get to
meet other people, even teachers who are not from my class.

Many teachers help out, like
Mrs. Phillips, Ms. Ferdon, Mrs.
Hendrixson, Mrs. DiMaio, Mrs.
Venuto, and Mr. Washington.
Sometimes Dr. Sitkowski and Mr.
Bennett come to help us with our
homework as well. It is cool because
the teachers get to know you and you
get to know them.

I asked Mrs. Phillips what she
thought about Homework Club and
she said, “Homework Club has been
great for hard working students who
like to do well in school.” She is
right. I want to do well in school!

Homework Club is awesome!

School Happenings__________________________________________________
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My Teacher is Fun Because…
By Kennedi Sprecher Grade 1

My teacher is fun because she helps me learn to be a big girl. Mrs. McMorrow is
nice and she waves bye to me everyday on the bus. She is the best teacher in the whole
wide world. I love Mrs. McMorrow.

Why My Teacher is Fun!
By Michael Casey Kindergarten

My teacher, Mrs. Huebner, is fun because she teaches us how to write
our letters, she reads our class books and she is really nice to everyone. I have
fun in Mrs. Huebner’s class and I am glad she is my kindergarten teacher.

School Happenings__________________________________________________
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Recess!
By Lauren Niss Kindergarten

During recess, I like to swing on the swings!

First Grade Happenings
By Marlena Umland Grade 1

First grade is great! We start everyday with Mrs. Herman at our morning
meeting where we say good morning to everyone with a "sparkle clap" or a "hip-
hip, hooray!"

Two of my favorite things about first grade are doing artwork and going to music.
They can really be a lot of fun sometimes. Our art teacher, Ms. Devine, makes art class
really fun by letting us do a lot of art. We made pictures of our own heads and pasted
them on the backgrounds that we drew and colored.

Our music teacher, Mrs. Battavio, makes music class fun because we sing special
songs like “America.”

First grade is the best!

School Happenings__________________________________________________



7

First Grade Happenings:
Miss Parkinson’s Class of BUSY BEES
By Lindsay Allison Grade 1

Hi, my name is Lindsay and I am in Miss Parkinson’s first grade class. Let me
tell you what goes on in our Busy Bee classroom.

In September, we were introduced to the Big Book Center. Miss Parkinson read
us an alphabet book called A, my Name is Alice. It is my favorite and there is a song that
goes with it. You go in ABC order and say A, my name is Alice, my husband’s name is
Alex and we buy Alaskan ants…B, my name is Bailey, my husband’s name is Bob and
we buy bumblebees, etc.

That’s not all. Another big book favorite is Silly Sally. It is a rhyming book. Silly
Sally walks backwards and upside down into town doing crazy things.

During read aloud time, Miss Parkinson reads books to us like The Chocolate
Touch (my favorite), Junie B. Jones: First Grader at Last, Pinky and Rex, The Spelling
Bee, and many others.

We even learned about first person narrative, which tells you who is telling the
story.

We have writing time. We get to write stories on lined writing paper and input
those into our journals. Sometimes we draw pictures to go along with our stories. We
often share our stories with our classmates.

We have our very own classroom library. There are baskets of books. My favorite
books are the Junie B. Jones books. I want to read all of those books this year.

There are so many happenings in first grade. But my favorite part about it is Miss
Parkinson. She definitely keeps us BUSY. I was curious how Miss Parkinson thought of
the Busy Bees’ name for our classroom. She said over the summer she needed to think of
a different theme than the other first grade classes. So, while she was thinking about a
new name for Room #113, bees were buzzing around her, and she thought…good idea,
bees work together and so should kids.

So, stop by our hive sometime. We will be busy working hard and learning in
first grade. By the way, sometimes the Queen Bee (Miss Parkinson) gets hungry. She’d
probably love a Peppermint Patty to keep her wings moving.

School Happenings__________________________________________________
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Ms. Parkinson’s Class
Drawing by Meghan Robinson Grade 1

Mrs. Van Ess
Drawing by Maddie Niss Grade 2

School Happenings__________________________________________________
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What’s Happening in Third Grade
By Grace Harding Grade 3

The third grade class was happy and excited to return to Indian Lane
this September for another wonderful year. Of course, the students were
thrilled to see friends that they don’t see much over the summer and to meet
new teachers. Most third graders have heard about some of the trips and projects that
will happen this year especially the chicks. They can’t wait to get involved!

There are some changes in third grade this year. There is one new student in Mrs.
Valuck’s class. After spending several years teaching first grade, Mr. Pinto has moved to
third grade. Mrs. Novello is also a third grade teacher.

The third graders got off to a busy start in the classroom, reviewing lots of things
from second grade before starting on new material. In addition to word study, math, and
reading, they have already learned about continents, oceans, and maps. A new subject
this year is cursive handwriting, which some students love and some do not.

Gym continues to be the favorite special for most students, and many think that
Mr. Frank is “awesome.” Third graders were challenged with physical fitness testing,
which included running 3 laps around the track and attempting pull-ups, among other
things. Even though this was tough, students still love gym.

Miss Devine has the class working on Egyptian masks with a modern twist. They
will look great on display.

Mrs. Battavio has been building Phillies spirit with songs like “Take Me Out to
the Ball Game.”

Most third graders are beginning to get excited about Halloween and are looking
forward to the parade and parties at school. This year has gotten off to a good start and is
sure to be a great year!

School Happenings__________________________________________________
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Second Grade Field Trip to Media
By Isabella Moscatelli Grade 2

On Thursday, October 16, the second graders took a field trip into Media. This
was part of our communities unit in Social Studies. I walked with Margaret, Makayla,
Sophia, Kyra, and Aurora.

Our teachers gave us a map of Media and a list of questions about that map. We
had to walk around and fill in the missing buildings and answer the questions.

One place we had to find was the police station. The police told us everything
about their job. They showed us the holding cell, where they hold the people they arrest.
It smelled bad in there. They also showed us where they take the mug shots and where
the 911 calls come into. We met the police chief too. Before we left, they gave us a
Halloween goodie bag filled with safety stickers, a coloring book, crayons, a Frisbee, and
a junior police badge. It was a nice visit.

Then we walked to the Post Office. We saw people’s post office boxes. These
are for people without mailboxes at their houses. We got coloring books there too.

Then we walked to Trader Joe’s. In the back of the store, they have food for
people to try before they buy. They gave us Trader Joe animal crackers. They were
good. Then they took us to see the big freezer in the basement. Only one person could fit
in a regular freezer, but theirs was so big our whole class fit inside. It was so cold that
my hair was crispy when I came out! We also met the artist who draws all the posters
and signs for the store. Then we walked around Media some more.

Last, we went to see Makayla’s dad. Mr. Doran works for an accounting
company right on Baltimore Pike. They have a smart board. We all got to write our
names on it and play games on it too. We also made and decorated our own business
cards. They gave us a great goodie bag too!

Our trip was over then, and we had to meet the buses to go back to Indian Lane.
We had a good day!

School Happenings__________________________________________________
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My Interview with Miss Parkinson
By Celia Lourie Grade 1

I like Miss Parkinson. She is my first grade teacher. I like to get to know my
teachers better, so I interview them. Here are some things that I learned about Miss
Parkinson.

Before coming to Indian Lane, Miss Parkinson was the director of a preschool in
Arizona for 3 years. She also has taught second grade at Indian Lane. Her favorite thing
about teaching is watching the kids have fun with learning. She does not like it when the
kids are not happy about something.

I also learned about some of Miss Parkinson’s favorite things. Her favorite foods
are all kinds of fruits and pizza (me too). She likes dogs the best because they are cute,
friendly, and always happy to see you. Her favorite color is purple. Her favorite TV
shows are Grey’s Anatomy and What Not to Wear.

Miss Parkinson grew up right around here in the Havertown/Drexel Hill area. She
has one daughter. Her name is Alex, and she is 13 years old. She has a dog named
Oliver. He is a Bichon, and he is white and fluffy.

Fun Fact: Miss Parkinson’s niece is in second grade at Indian Lane, lives in my
neighborhood, and is my friend.

Miss Parkinson is the best teacher ever! I am glad I got to know her better, and I
hope you get to know her, too.

People____________________________________________________________
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Ella Marie Burke
By Francesca D’Ignazio-Pascal Grade 5

I spoke to Mrs. Burke and asked her a few questions about a new
addition to the Burke family… Ella Marie Burke! Ella was born September 12
at 2:40 AM. She weighed 8 pounds 13 ounces.

Mrs. Burke said that she had always loved the name Ella, and it’s the
only name Mr. Burke and she could both agree on. Her middle name is Marie,
and this is after Mrs. Burke’s mom’s middle name. She also said that Ella has
blue eyes and brown hair.

I asked how much Ella weighs now, and Mrs. Burke told me that, “After Ella’s three week
check up, Ella weighs 10 pounds and 4 ounces. My guess is after her 12 week check up, she will
be 12 pounds. Ella is a healthy baby and loves to eat!” Mrs. Burke also mentioned that Ella loves
her Phillies blanket and wears her Phillies onesie every time the Phils play. She has brought them
good luck ever since she has been born. She is by far their number one fan!!!

The last thing I asked was if Ella gets along with Chase (Chase is Mrs. Burke’s dog.) Mrs.
Burke told me that Chase loves Ella and is very protective of his new baby sister. When she is
napping in her crib, he naps with her on the floor next to it. He loves to lick her face, which
always brings a smile to Ella's face. Their favorite thing to do together is take walks around the
neighborhood; Chase on his leash and Ella in her stroller.

People____________________________________________________________

Congratulations to
Mr. and Mrs. Burke on the birth of their Baby Girl!

By Isabella Evangelista Grade 5

Name: Ella Marie Burke
Date of Birth: September 12, 2008

Time: 2:40 a.m.
Weight: 8lbs. 13ozs.

Height: 21”

We at Indian Lane want to wish you and your husband much happiness.

on the newest arrival!
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Have You Met Miss Malavolta?
By CJ S. Grade 5

Miss Malavolta is a student teacher
for Mr. Woods's fifth grade class. She
also helps out with the Broadcast Club.

On her first day at Indian Lane, she
was both nervous and excited. The thing
she remembers most about the first day is
our first morning meeting, where we
talked about the beginning of fifth grade.

Miss Malavolta grew up in Marple Newtown. It was during middle school that
Miss Malavolta realized she wanted to become a teacher. In school, she ran track and
played volleyball. She was also in band and in Girl Scouts.

Before this job, she has had student teaching jobs in other schools. Her most
enjoyable experiences during college have been all of the student teaching experiences
she has had and all of the new friends she has made.

Miss Malavolta's role models are her oldest brother and her high school history
teacher. In entertainment, she admires Ellen DeGeneres for her sense of humor and Will
Smith for his honesty and hard work.

In her free time, Miss Malavolta loves to read, do arts and crafts, do puzzles, go
shopping, take walks, and spend time with her family and friends. She is currently
reading The People of Sparks and her favorite book is The Five People You Meet in
Heaven by Mitch Albom. Her favorite sport is baseball, her favorite types of music are
pop and country, and her favorite movie is Sweet Home Alabama.

People might be surprised to know that Miss Malavolta can be shy until you get to
know her. She has had a wonderful time here at Indian Lane and is learning a lot. Miss
Malavolta finds it very rewarding helping her students understand things better and
teaching them new skills. We are very lucky to have such a wonderful student teacher as
Miss Malavolta.

People____________________________________________________________
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My Dad: Corporal Ted Malone
By Harrison Malone Grade 2

I interviewed my dad. He is a State Trooper in Media, PA. He is like a security
guard for Media. He is the leader of his platoon. He helps people and gets the bad guys.
His favorite person to arrest is a drunk driver. My dad likes being a State Trooper
because he can help other people and because everyday is different. He has been in the
State Police for sixteen years. On his first day as a Trooper, he caught a burglar from
North Carolina in a house in Pennsylvania.

My dad did not think he would
have this job when he was a child. His
first job was at the Newspot in Media. He
was thirteen years old. He restocked the
soda and candy and swept the floors every
day after school for two hours. He got
paid $15.00 a week. He chose to work as
a policeman so he could help other people.
Other police in the area talked him into
becoming a policeman.

My dad works days and nights.
When he works at night, he sleeps during
the day. He wakes up and has lunch, then
wakes up again at 3:00pm and has dinner
with us. He goes back to bed at 7:00pm
and goes to work at 10:30pm. When he
goes to work on the day shift, he goes to
the locker room and changes. Then he
goes to his desk and does paperwork. When he’s done, he goes to Dunkin’ Donuts to get
a cup of coffee and sometimes a bagel. Sometimes he brings some doughnuts home to
us, and we share them and eat them all.

At home, my dad tickles us and has fun with us. He likes to play football,
baseball, and soccer with us outside. He likes all different kinds of music. He reads the
newspaper and magazines. His favorite sport to watch is hockey.

My dad grew up in Media, and he went to Media Elementary School, Springton
Lake, and Penncrest. His favorite thing to do with us is to go to the beach and swim in
the ocean.

People____________________________________________________________
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A Great Role Model: My Mom
By Alexa G. Grade 2

My mom is my role model because she always makes sure I
do my homework and eat healthy. She keeps me clean and never
makes me late for anything. She always feeds me the snacks I like
and buys me all my clothes. She never yells, and she is very

organized. She also wakes me up for school and makes sure I get to sleep. She takes
me to piano and to Brownies. My mom has great ideas. Sometimes, my mom lets
me pick out my own clothes and do my own hair. She keeps me safe and never lets
me do anything dangerous. She lets me play outside and play sports.

My mom tells me that she always has my best interest at heart for what I
choose to do in life. My mom loves me, and she is a great role model!

My Interview with Mrs. Cave
By Chloe R. Grade 2

I asked Mrs. Cave how the
Board Games Club started. Mrs. Cave
thought that it would be fun to play

with friends in something different from sports.

Then I asked when the Club meets. She
said that the Club meets two Tuesdays a month after school. Mrs. Cave said that 20 to 25
children usually play.

Mrs. Cave explained how the Board Games Club runs. In the first few meetings,
she handed out cards with numbers, and the children with like numbers would play
together. Last time, they formed their own groups.

Mrs. Cave says that the important part is that all the kids get to play. Some of the
games that they play are Sorry, Life, Clue, Candyland, Apples to Apples, Battleship, and
Blokus.

I asked Mrs. Cave what was the first board game she played. She said
that she played Monopoly a lot and Clue. Her favorite game is Dominos.

I thought that Mrs. Cave would like to do something other than play
board games, so I asked her what else she likes to do. She said that she likes to
exercise, walk, and work with the Girl Scouts.

I liked interviewing Mrs. Cave. She is cool!

People____________________________________________________________


