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The Twelve Powerful Words
By Lauren Woznicki Grade 5

This year, before the PSSAs, our school began something
called “The Twelve Powerful Words.” The point of these
words was to inspire kids to use different strategies to help them answer the
questions on the test. The words would also help them stretch their vocabulary
and encourage them to use new words when they were taking the tests. The
words were announced to our school by our Broadcast Club in the morning. The
Twelve Powerful Words are compare, contrast, formulate, trace, analyze, infer,
evaluate, describe, support, explain, summarize, and predict.

Mr. Frank was the one who helped do this. Mr. Woods helped too. He did the
word “analyze.” Mr. Frank made up jingles to go along with the words’
meanings and he would choose a couple of kids to act out each word to help kids
understand what each word meant. Mr. Frank called the fifth graders who acted
out the words the “Not So Ready for Prime Time Players.” I got to help with
“compare”, “contrast” and “summarize.” We had a lot fun practicing and then
performing for the school. It was a great experience.

I think the Twelve Powerful Words really helped our school have better test scores and a
bigger vocabulary. This was a great way to help the school learn new words and to remember
them when it came time to take the tests. I think that we made the point that learning can be fun.

Trace
Analyze
Infer
Evaluate
Formulate
Describe
Support
Explain
Summarize
Compare
Contrast
Predict
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Check out the Powerful Words video lessons online: Indian Lane Elementary School | Broadcast Club.




