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The Twelve Powerful Words
By Lauren Woznicki Grade 5

This year, before the PSSAs, our school began something
called “The Twelve Powerful Words.” The point of these
words was to inspire kids to use different strategies to help them answer the
questions on the test. The words would also help them stretch their vocabulary
and encourage them to use new words when they were taking the tests. The
words were announced to our school by our Broadcast Club in the morning. The
Twelve Powerful Words are compare, contrast, formulate, trace, analyze, infer,
evaluate, describe, support, explain, summarize, and predict.

Mr. Frank was the one who helped do this. Mr. Woods helped too. He did the
word “analyze.” Mr. Frank made up jingles to go along with the words’
meanings and he would choose a couple of kids to act out each word to help kids
understand what each word meant. Mr. Frank called the fifth graders who acted
out the words the “Not So Ready for Prime Time Players.” I got to help with
“compare”, “contrast” and “summarize.” We had a lot fun practicing and then
performing for the school. It was a great experience.

I think the Twelve Powerful Words really helped our school have better test scores and a
bigger vocabulary. This was a great way to help the school learn new words and to remember
them when it came time to take the tests. I think that we made the point that learning can be fun.

Trace
Analyze
Infer
Evaluate
Formulate
Describe
Support
Explain
Summarize
Compare
Contrast
Predict
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School Happenings________________________________________________________

Indian Lane Skate Night
By Harrison Malone Grade 2

On Friday, February 6, 2009, Indian Lane Student
Council held a skate night at Ice Works in Aston. All of the money that was raised went

to Relay for Life. Skate night was really fun because I got to use my new skates for the first time.

We ice skated to music and colored lights. They had a snack bar. I got to eat Dippin’ Dots and pizza.
While I was skating, I saw Mr. Bennett on the ice and I got to give him a high five! Also, I got to skate
with my friends and that was really fun. I hope they do it again next year.

Skating Away at Skate Night
By Caroline Sisson Grade 5

Everyone had fun at Indian Lane’s Skate Night! The event was on
Friday, March 10. It was for the third, fourth, and fifth graders. Third grade had
their own hour. Fourth and fifth graders skated after them. There was a tennis-
like game going on outside the gym, which was fun. There was a photo place,
too. You could have a photo of yourself or with friends. The photo could be

normal or crazy. You could even put on a dress or fake jewelry. There were
some really crazy photos! Don’t forget about the refreshments! There were
plenty of baked goods, sodas, chips, and more! Skating was very fun, too. Mr.
Frank played some music and lots of kids went skating around the gym.

Thanks to all the teachers who helped make this event happen!
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School Happenings________________________________________________________

Going To Ridley Creek State Park
By Christian Evans Grade 4

One field trip I went on is Ridley Creek State Park. We went during the
winter so it was really cold. We saw lots of trout and we saw these four legged water "creatures.”
They were weird looking. We put them in ice trays. We put the fish we found in buckets. By the
time we were done going in the water and we were about to leave, my feet were frozen. We changed
on the bus. When we got back to school, it was time for the Halloween party. I had lots of fun.
Those kinds of field trips are the best!

My Favorite Things about Kindergarten Are...
By Lauren Niss Kindergarten

My favorite things about kindergarten are my teacher, learning center, and recess.

I like Mrs. Durant because she is nice and reads good stories.

I like learning center because we get to use the computers. I like recess because I get to
play with my friends.

Kindergarten is fun!

What I Look Forward to in First Grade…
By Michael Casey Kindergarten

Something I am looking forward to when I start first grade is eating lunch in school. I like pizza
and chicken nuggets and I know Indian Lane has them.

Another thing I am looking forward to is being in school all day and meeting other kids that are in
my class. I do not know who my teacher is yet, but I think he or she will be nice.
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School Happenings________________________________________________________

Student Council ASPCA Donations
By Lizzie Howe-Consiglio Grade 5

What is the ASPCA? The ASPCA (American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) is an organization that rescues animals. They
give them to the SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals). The
SPCA provides homes and medication, if needed, for pets. People come to the
SPCA and find pets to adopt. So the ASPCA and the SPCA work together like a
team.

Student Council collected donations in January. Why? We voted to donate to the ASPCA. We got
on the ASPCA website. They had a seasonal wish list. We looked at what we could supply. We sent
home a flyer for donations. Student Council took donations from the holiday break to the end of January.

Next, Student Council had two fifth grade classes collect the donations. We thank Mrs. Venuto
and Mrs. Hendrixson for letting us put the donations in their classrooms.

Many of you made donations. Some donated old towels, food, litter, scrub brushes, sponges,
detergent, and paper towels. We had huge piles. After all the donations were collected, we had a teacher

drive them to the ASPCA.

We would like to thank Indian Lane for donating to the ASPCA.
Your donations were a big help to the ASPCA. Thank you to all of the staff
and students for making this work. Also thank you, Student Council

members. Thank you so much for helping animals.

Board Games Club
By Lindsay Cave Grade 2

Board Games Club is going strong. We have it twice a month
on Tuesdays. About thirty kids come each time.

We play a lot of fun games like Sorry, Payday, Littlest Pet Shop, and also The Egyptians, and
Life. We also have snack. For snack, we have soft pretzels.

I’ve learned a lot of new games there. I have fun at Board Games Club. I hope we do it
again next year!
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School Happenings________________________________________________________

Parent Teacher Basketball Game
By Andrew Gallo Grade 4

The parent/teacher basketball game was a fun way to raise money for the
NK Smiles Scholarship Fund. The best part was grades 3 through 5 won, and
my dad was on the team! My dad even scored a couple points. The snacks
were great! I enjoyed eating chips and watching the game. There was a sale on all of the candy at
the end of the game. You could buy it for less than half price! You could also buy raffle tickets for
wonderful prizes, including birdhouses and a Phillies bag with gear. It was a very exciting game and
a successful fundraiser!
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People_________________________________________________________________

The Norm Kelly Scholarship Fundraiser:
An Interview with Mrs. Morrison
By Michael McGroary Grade 5

I recently sat down with Mrs. Morrison and asked her about the Norm
Kelly Scholarship Fund Parent-Teacher Game. Mrs. Morrison told me that two
thousand one hundred dollars were raised, a hundred dollars more than last
year! She also told me that about fifty parents and teachers participated. I
found out that the money raised at a lacrosse tournament called Laxapalooza
also goes to the Norm Kelly Scholarship Fund.

To her the score was not important; it was the fun that everyone was
having that was important. She told me the Parent-Teacher games were started
three years ago. Mrs. Morrison likes the Norm Kelly Scholarship Fund because
the idea came from the PTG parents and Mr. Bennett.

Mrs. Morrison was Norm Kelly's assistant for ten years. He also taught her sons. The
scholarship fund goes to children from Rose Tree Media. Thank you to Mrs. Morrison for all she does for
this very important event! I am looking forward to next year's event!

Mrs. Hilden’s Potato Heads
By Celia Lourie Grade 1

Mrs. Hilden collects Potato Heads. Every morning when I come in to school, I
like to look into her office and peak at them. I always wanted to know more about them
and thought you might too.

Mrs. Hilden has 18 Potato Heads, 6 small and 12 large, plus 2 bins of parts.
She started collecting them about six years ago. She gets them from all over: toy stores, on-line, and as
gifts from friends. She does have some Mrs. Potato Heads but she has more Mr. Potato Heads.

Did you know that Mr. Potato Heads used to be made out of real
potatoes? In 1949, a man named George Lerner started making potato people
with the vegetables from his garden. Then he started using plastic pieces but
still with a real potato and put them in cereal boxes. In 1952, Mr. Potato Head
was the first toy every advertised on television. In 2000, Mr. Potato Head was
inducted into the Toy Hall of Fame and in 2006, Hasbro started selling sets
based on themes like Star Wars and Spiderman and sports teams.

Mrs. Hilden has some regular Potato Heads and some theme Potato Heads. She has Spider Spud,
The Phillies Spud, Darth Tater, Optimash Prime and many more. Her favorite is the Indiana Jones Spud
because it plays music. Mrs. Hilden says that the kids like Darth Tater and Optimash Prime and to mix
them up to make silly faces.

Mrs. Hilden collects Potato Heads because they make her and the students happy.
They sure do make me happy. I hope you get to check them out and they make you happy, too!

Mr. Norm Kelly
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People_________________________________________________________________

An Interview with Student Council President Lizzie H. (My Sister)
By Margaret H. Grade 2

I know the Student Council President, Lizzie, very well, but I learned some
interesting things about her when I interviewed her.

She is eleven years old and her birthday is March 1. I asked her what she
has to do for Student Council. She said, “I have to live up to the Bobcat pledge. I
have to make the agenda and be a good role model for students.”

Here are some other questions I asked about her position:

Q: What is the most difficult thing about being Student Council President?
A: The most difficult thing is keeping your schedule. I am very busy during core
extension time, handing out minutes or reporting about Student Council to the classrooms and
asking teachers questions about Student Council dates.

Q: What have you accomplished this year?
A: Student Council has raised money for the Relay for Life and the SPCA. We are also going
to have a car wash in May and possibly give the money to charity. We are also planning to
have a pretzel sale.

I asked Lizzie what her favorite food was; she told me chicken nuggets and fries. In her
free time, Lizzie reads, writes, plays sports, and does Irish dance. Most importantly, she spends
time with her family.

Here are some other questions I asked about her family and future plans:

Q: Tell me about your family.
A: I have a loving sister, a caring mom, a funny dad, and a teenage brother!

Q: How many pets do you have?
A: I have 6 cats, 3 gerbils, 1 lizard, 2 birds, 1 dog, 2 fish, which totals 15 pets.

Q: What is your favorite animal?
A: My favorite animal is a cat because normally cats purr and snuggle up to you. I love cats.

Q: What is your favorite sport?
A: My favorite sport is soccer. I love running around kicking the ball and especially

scoring goals.

Q: Do you plan to be in student council when you are in middle school?
A: Yes, I do plan to join Student Council when I am in middle school.





11

Local_________________________________________________________________

Philadelphia Zoo Celebrates 150th Birthday!
By Lindsay Allison Grade 1

Guess what just turned 150 years old? The Philadelphia Zoo! On
March 21, the Zoo celebrated by hosting a Victorian Festival to help
guests understand what is was like 150 years ago. Guests were treated to
birthday cake, Victorian storytellers, games, and a glimpse of the World
Series Trophy.

I visited the zoo that day and the first thing I am going to tell you
about are the animal sounds you hear when you visit the zoo. You hear
elephants sounding like trumpets, lions roaring, snakes hissing, monkeys
laughing, turkeys gobbling, polar bears growling and my favorite:
hearing the baby chicks peeping.

Moving on…

The elephants, Kallie and Bette, are moving to a grassy land in
Pittsburgh and Tennessee. The zookeepers want them to have a bigger and better life where they can
roam on many acres. So you better see them before they leave. The lion cubs are also moving out.
They just turned three, so they will all be heading to new zoos this year. Oh my gosh, they are all
growing up so fast.

There are lots of animal birthday celebrations going on at the zoo too. One of them is a
monkey, which shares a birthday with me on March 15. When you visit the zoo, check out the
animal birthdays, maybe you’ll share a birthday with one.

Going Green…

The new bird center, McNeil Avian Center, hatched in May. This new center is going green!
It will use geothermal wells to help heat and cool the building. Inside you will find a rainforest, an
African savannah, and lots more. The kinds of birds that live there are hornbills, hammer kops,
cuckoos, and others.

So, if you are looking for something to do this summer, check out the Philadelphia Zoo. You
will have a blast!
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Sports________________________________________________________________

Karate
By Zander P. Grade 2

Karate is a great sport! Twice a week, I take Tang Soo Do
lessons at Amkor Karate in Aston. Tang Soo Do, Korean martial arts, is
approximately 2000 years old and teaches people to live healthy lives.

Before you come into the karate class, you must take your shoes
and socks off. In class, we learn forms, which are karate routines, and
fighting skills. We also do strength and coordination training. I am an
orange belt and am working towards getting my first belt stripe. The
order of the belts is white, orange, green, red, and black. My teacher,
Master Tierney, is a fourth degree Black Belt and has competed
nationally.

My karate class is really fun, and I hope to compete in
tournaments soon!

March Madness
By Ian Wade Grade 4
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March Madness
By Ryan Schultz Grade 5

The Men’s NCAA Division I Basketball Championship has been
held each spring since 1939. It features 65 college basketball teams from all
over the United States playing in a single elimination tournament. It takes
place over three weeks, usually in the month of March, which is why the
tournament is also called March Madness.

The tournament started in 1939 with only 8 teams competing. Over the years, the number
of teams started to rise. In 2001, one additional team was added to make the current number of
teams 65. Automatic bids are given to each of the 32 Division I Conference champions. The other
33 teams are determined by record, ranking, strength of schedule, and many other factors. The
tournament selection committee breaks the teams into 4 brackets and then ranks the teams 1 to 16.
The highest ranked team plays the lowest ranked team: 1 plays 16, 2 plays 15, and so on.

UCLA has won the most championships with 11, followed by Kentucky with 7, Indiana,
and North Carolina each with 5. Kentucky has been to March Madness 50 of the 71 tournaments
followed by UCLA with 43 and North Carolina with 41 trips. The most dominant program so far
has been UCLA who won the national title 9 times from 1964 to 1973, going undefeated 4 of those
years.

The 2009 tournament began March 17 and concluded with the championship game on
April 6 in Detroit, Michigan with North Carolina beating Michigan State. This was the first time
ever that all the #1 through #3 teams advanced to the final 16 teams.

Did you know…?

The odds of someone randomly picking a perfect bracket, the correct winner of each of the 64
games, are 18.4 quintillion to 1 (18,400,000,000,000,000,000 to 1).
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The Penn Relays
By Stephen C. Grade 5

This year I ran track for St. Francis De Sales CYO. Since I was one of the fastest 100
meter runners in my age group, I was sent to the Penn Relays. When I found out that I made the
relay team, I was so excited.

When I got to the stadium, I was nervous and
scared because there were so many people there. My
relay ran in the 9th heat. I ran the first leg of the race.

In our heat, we took 5th place. Out of all 99
teams that ran, we came in right in the middle at 49th. I
had a really great time at the Penn Relays.

Track and Field
By James McGinnis Grade 4

This year is my first time running track and I love it. I run for the Nativity
BVM CYO track team. We have a lot of great runners on our team. We have track
meets against other local schools in the area every Saturday afternoon.

We work really hard as a team each week. There are 3 practices a
week:Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. My coach is really nice, but he makes us
work hard at practices. Each practice we run a total of 3-5 miles during a 1 1/2 hour
practice, maybe more. My legs hurt each night, but I feel good about myself.

My favorite event to participate in is the 400-meter race, once around the track. The
4x100 meter relay is another of my favorite events. I like being on a relay team; it is a lot of fun
handing off the baton to my teammate and cheering the relay team on. I also participate in the
long jump. My longest jump was 9ft 3in.

If you like to run, you should think about joining a track team. I’m glad I did.
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Musical Review

Seussical: The Musical
By Ryan Salladino Grade 1

Seussical is an extraordinary musical about many of the
books that Dr. Seuss wrote. A few of the books talked about in the
play are Horton Hears a Who, The Lorax, Daisy-Head Mayzie, The
Butter Battle Book, McElligot’s Pool and Horton Hatches the Egg.

In the beginning of the play, Horton the Elephant finds a
speck of dust that is able to talk. It is not just a speck of dust. It is
really Whoville, the tiniest planet in the sky. The other animals in
the jungle tease Horton and steal the speck. Lots of funny things
happen when he tries to get the speck back.

Another part of this play is what is happening in Whoville. A little Who named Jojo is sent
to military school because he is thinking up strange things and inventing strange creatures. Jojo
meets General Gengus Khan Schmitz and Whoville prepares to go to war over which side bread
should be buttered on.

In June, there is going to be an outstanding production of Seussical at the Bluett Theatre at
St. Joseph’s University. Wolf Performing Arts Center is staging the show. I take classes and go to
summer camp at Wolf PAC. When I heard they were doing this show, I thought I should try out. I
went to the audition and got the part of a Mini-Who from Whoville. I will be in the shows on
Saturday night and Sunday afternoon. The dates are June 13 and 14.

I think that it is going to be cool to be in this play because I like learning the songs and
dances for the scenes I am in. I also like the costume I am going to wear. The best part is that my
brother, who is only four, is going to be in the show, too! He is going to be the baby elephant-bird
that comes out of Horton’s egg at the end of the show!
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Restaurant Review

Cocco's Pizza
By Meghan Robinson Grade 1

My favorite place to eat is Cocco's Pizza in Aston. My mom
and dad have been friends with the owner, Bruce, since they were in
middle school. Bruce has worked for Cocco's for 23 years and he
opened the store in Aston in the year 2000. My favorite foods to eat
there are cheese pizza, mozzarella sticks, and cheese fries. Bruce says
that after pizza, the food he sells the most of is chicken wings. My dad

really likes them. My mom's favorite food at Cocco's is the Chicken Caesar Salad. My
brother likes the cheese fries and my sister likes the mozzarella sticks best. I also like to
play the games; my favorite is the crane game.

Sometimes when we go there, it is hard to find a seat so I asked Bruce how many
people he needed to work there. He said he has 40 employees and that on some days he
might have to work 16 hours. I asked him if there was anything he wanted to put in my
article and he asked me to thank all the kids at Indian Lane who come to his store.

I think Cocco's Pizza is the best. If you haven't tried it you should ask your
parents to take you there.

Movie Review

Beverly Hills Chihuahua: … Funny, Cool, Realistic, and Awesome!
By Emily Smith Grade 1

“Pack your swimsuit Chloe; we are going on a trip.”
Beverly Hills Chihuahua by Walt Disney is now out on
DVD. Chloe is a chihuahua. She is rich and loves to have
play dates and wear fancy outfits. Chloe’s owner, Aunt Viv,
goes on a business trip and leaves her niece Rachel in
charge of Chloe. The babysitter for Chloe decides to join
her friends in Mexico for a fun trip.

In Mexico, Chloe gets lost. She meets a dog named
Delgado that tries to help her get back to Beverly Hills.
Some bad guys with a bad dog want Chloe because they
think she is worth a lot of money.

The movie is realistic. It uses real dogs and people.
A rat and iguana also make an appearance. I recommend

this movie because it is funny, cool, realistic, and awesome.
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Television Program Review

AFHV: LOL!!!
By Kaley Kirk Grade 3

My favorite TV program is America's Funniest Home Videos. It gives
me a good laugh before I go to bed at night. It comes on ABC on Sunday night at 7:00pm. The
host is Tom Bergeron. He is a really funny guy.

I must not be the only person who likes it because this is the nineteenth year that it has
been on TV. I guess America really does love it!

Here is how it works. People send in videos, and the audience watches them and then
votes on the best one at the end of the show. They have all kinds of categories that they put the
videos in. My favorite is the dog park. Animals are so funny to watch.

The winner at the end of each show receives $10,000. At the end of the season, they
have the past winners come back and the audience picks the favorite from those videos. The
winner at the end of this show receives $100,000!!

So, if you need a good laugh, then tune in to America's Funniest Home Videos. You
won't be disappointed!!

Spring Riddles!
By Patrick Clement Grade 3

Q: What season is it when you are on a trampoline?
A: Spring-time!

Q: When do monkeys fall from the sky?
A: During Ape-ril showers!

Q: Can February March?
A: No, but April May!

Q: What flowers grow on faces?
A: Tulips (Two-lips)!

Q: Why is the letter A like a flower?
A: A bee (B) comes after it!

Q: How does a king know how tall he is?
A: He uses his ruler!
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Television Program Review

KCA 2009
By Francesca D’Ignazio-Pascal Grade 5

This year the 2009 KCA (Kids Choice Awards) were held on March 28,
and hosted by Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson. Many amazing stars were there.
There were some great performances by the Jonas Brothers and the Pussy Cat
Dolls. They even gave out the first ever Green Blimp! Here are the winners:

The Kids Choice Awards were great this year. It got the most votes from fans EVER! It
also had the most slime. The slime couldn’t come out without a key. And guess who had the key?
The Jonas Brothers! It was the key that they sang in. The nominees and winners were very
talented, and if you missed it this year, be sure to watch next year.

Favorite movie: Favorite animated movie:
High School Musical: Senior Year Madagascar 2: Escape to Africa

Favorite movie actress: Favorite movie actor:
Vanessa Hudgens: HSM3 Senior Year Will Smith in Hancock

Favorite voice from animated movie: Favorite music group:
Jack Black (Po in Kung-fu Panda) Jonas Brothers

Favorite female singer: Favorite male singer:
Miley Cyrus Jesse McCartney

Favorite song: Favorite reality TV show:
“Single Ladies (Put A Ring On It, Beyonce)” American Idol

Favorite show: Favorite TV actress:
iCarly Selena Gomez (In Wizards of Waverly Place)

Favorite TV Actor: Favorite Cartoon:
Dylan Sprouse SpongeBob SquarePants
(The Suite Life of Zack and Cody/ Sweet Life On Deck)

Favorite Male Athlete: Favorite female athlete:
Peyton Manning (football) Candace Parker (basketball)

Favorite Video Game: Favorite Book:
Guitar Hero: World Tour Twilight series by Stephanie Meyer

Kids Choice Awards 2009 Burp Champion: The first ever-BIG GREEN HELP AWARD:
Rico, Penguins of Madagascar Leonardo DiCaprio for being “green” and helping to

save the Earth
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Book Series Review

Percy Jackson and the Olympians by Rick Riordan
Reviewed by Alex Tumolo Grade 5

About six months ago, I was looking for a book at the Middletown
Library and the librarian suggested the Percy Jackson and the Olympians Series,
but then I said “Nah!” and walked out with a Jolly Rancher. Then Mr. Woods
suggested the series to me, and I read the first book, The Lightning Thief, and
found out that it was pretty good. After that, I read the next three books: The Sea
of Monsters, The Titan’s Curse, and The Battle of the Labyrinth. I was hooked.

The Series is about Percy Jackson, the main character, and his friends,
Annabeth Chase and Grover Underwood. Percy is the only son of Poseidon, the
sea god. Percy is a half-blood. This is a person who is half god and half mortal.
Annabeth is also a half-blood. She is the daughter of Athena, the goddess of
wisdom. Grover is a satyr. A satyr is half goat and half mortal.

Percy is very important because when he turns 16, he holds the key to destroy or save the gods
forever. All of the books in the series lead up to the time when he turns 16. I haven’t read the last book in
the series, The Last Olympian, where he turns 16, but I can’t wait until I have time to read it.

In the first book, The Lightning Thief, Percy has to find the thief who stole Zeus’s master bolt of
lightning. He has to travel across the United States and fight off many monsters to retrieve it. Will the
lightning bolt be found?

In the second book, The Sea of Monsters, Grover is trying to find the lost god, Pan. He wants to
do this because Pan is the nature god, and Pan will restore nature. But Grover is trapped by a giant
cyclops called Polyphemus. Will Percy be able to save Grover or will Grover be eaten?

In the third book, The Titan’s Curse, Percy and Annabeth rush to a call for help from Grover. He
has found two halfbloods and does not know their godly parent. Percy, Annabeth, and Grover need to
fight to get back to their camp with them. Will they make it or not?

In the fourth book, The Battle of the Labyrinth, time is running out. The war between the gods
and the Titans is about to begin. Percy has to prepare to fight the Titans, but when a new camp counselor
shows up without any warning, the campers wonder who he is. Is he on the Titans’ side or is he on the
Olympians’ side?

To find out the answers to these questions, you’ll have to read the books. They are full of
incredible adventures and excitement. You’ll learn a lot about Greek mythology, something my mom
tried to tell me about and I found totally boring, until I read these books. I hope you enjoy reading them.


