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Interview with Mrs. Hilden about The Great Coin Battle
By Sean McGroary Grade 2

I met with Mrs. Hilden about The Great Coin Battle. Mrs. Hilden said
she really had a lot of fun doing this project. Mrs. Hilden said she had lots
of helpers.

Mrs. Densmore made the giant poster, and Mrs. Sweeney helped get
ready for the collection. Mrs. Hilden thought the best part of The Great Coin
Battle was doing the announcements everyday.

Mrs. Hilden is planning on doing The Great Coin Battle again for the
next school year. She is planning on using the same bottles and the same
poster. Mrs. Hilden also hopes to use the same carts she kept the bottles on, as
long as Mr. Frank lets her use the carts.

Mrs. Hilden collected $450 from The Great Coin Battle, and I got to see
the safe where she keeps the money. The money is used to help the families of
Indian Lane for holidays and field trips. Mrs. Hilden thinks this is a great way
to raise money for the kids and so do I. She has a lot of fun doing this.

When I asked Mrs. Hilden what grade she was rooting for, she said, "All
the grades." But we all know that the second and third grades won!!
YEAH!!!!

A Day of Service at Fair Acres
By Nicholas Evangelista Grade 3

During the holiday season, the third graders got a chance to visit
Fair Acres, which is a retirement home. While we were there, we played
Bingo with the people and workers.

My friend Jonah and I were able to call out the Bingo numbers.
After a little while, it was time for someone else to have a turn. Jonah
and I had a fun time when we were calling out the numbers. After we
were done, we then got to play the game too! I almost got a prize, but I
was missing one number. If you did receive a prize, you gave it to one of the people who live there.

After we were done playing Bingo, we all sang holiday songs for the people. We sang “The
Dreidel Song,” “Frosty the Snowman,” and “Jingle Bells.”

After we were done, we all went back to school. Everyone had lots of fun visiting Fair Acres,
including me.
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School Happenings________________________________________________________

Reading Olympics
By Lauren Woznicki Grade 5

The Olympics are coming to Indian Lane! Not the sporting Olympics but the Reading Olympics! To
find out more about them, read on.

For this issue of the Ink, I interviewed Mrs. Marzano about the fifth grade Reading Olympics team. I
asked her questions about Reading Olympics and here is a brief summary of her answers. The Reading
Olympics is a competition between elementary schools where kids read books from a list and then answer
questions about the books. She told me that there could be up to 15 kids on a team. The members of this
year’s team are: Michael McGroary, Charlie Malone, Louie Lombardo, Joey DiProsperos, Kelly Flood,
Cassidy Moretti, Joliet Nicholson, Samantha Lee, Isabella Evangelista, Rebeka Pilkauskas, Jessica Davis,
Claire McGlinchey, Emily Egan, Lizzie Howe-Consiglio, and me. The team meets on days one and seven
during lunch. At the meetings, we discuss the books and quiz each other about them. The team members can
read the books on their own or with a partner. Mrs. Marzano said that it didn’t matter how the team members
read, as long as they read. She was nice enough to let us choose our reading partners.

I was curious to know if she had to run the team since she was the librarian. She told me
that she doesn’t have to be in charge but she thought it would be a fun experience. I also asked her
if she tried to get the books from the list into the Indian Lane library. She said that she does try so
it makes it easier for the team to get the different books. She also added that we already had most of
the books in the library, but the ones she didn’t have she borrowed from other schools or libraries.
Then I asked her if she had to read the books before we do. Her answer was no she doesn’t but it
makes the meetings easier.

I asked her how many other schools participated. She said that she didn’t know but our team goes
against three other teams. Mrs. Marzano said that the best part about the Reading Olympics was getting to
work with the kids, talking about the books and getting to read the books herself. She also said that she did it
because this is the first year that Indian Lane has participated in the Olympics. The last question I asked her
was if there was anything else she wanted to share about the competition. She said that if you want to learn
more about Reading Olympics you can check out her website and click on the Reading Olympics link. Here’s
a heads up for all of you fourth graders. If you are interested in being on the team, the spots are open to you
next year.

The Second Grade Read-In
By Lindsay Cave Grade 2

The second grade Read-In took place in the school library back in December. It was based on a
winter theme. We wore our pajamas. We first set up our sleeping bags. Then, when everyone had arrived,
Mrs. Nolen read a book to us. The book was called Gingerbread Friends. I liked the story, and I think the
other second graders enjoyed the story too. Then we had cookies, chips, popcorn, and more. It was yummy!
Then we read a step for the 100 book challenge. I read Christmas books. They were good books. Later we
made a craft. We decorated a paper gingerbread man with glitter and markers.

At the beginning of the Read-In, we wrote our names on a ticket. They were put into a basket, and
then my mom, Mrs. Cave, picked several tickets with her eyes closed. I think the winners were Ben Knower,
Billy Huggett, Alexa Gallo, Sophia Tumolo, Morgan King, and ME! If your name was picked, you won a
poster from the Book Fair! I won a poster with a picture of Bella Lara, a pretty white horse. Then it was time
to leave. It was fun! I wish we could do it again this year.
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Holiday Celebration at Indian Lane
By Michelle Casey Grade 3

Did you attend the Holiday Celebration at Indian Lane on December 13?
I did, and I thought the Holiday Celebration was a fun way to celebrate the
holidays with my family. My and family and I decorated a gingerbread house, I
had my picture taken with Santa, and I did some Christmas shopping for my
mom, dad, sister, and brother. I also helped the night before the celebration with
the set up of tables, and getting all the candy, marshmallows, sprinkles, and icing
ready for everyone to decorate the gingerbread houses.

Indian Lane plans to have the Holiday Celebration again next year. I hope they do
because I will go and I hope I will see you there!

Gingerbread House
By Madelyn Niss Grade 2

In December, Indian Lane had a holiday event. There were different
activities, and one of them was a Gingerbread House project. We picked up our
house, and it was already put together but no decorations were on it. There was a
lot of different candy on the table to use on the house. We put icing on the candy
and used the candy to decorate the house. I used lollipops for trees and a candy
cane for a chimney. Decorating the Gingerbread House was a lot fun!

Indian Lane School Holiday Sing-Along
By Margaret Howe-Consiglio Grade 2

For the Holiday Sing-Along, the Kindergarten sang “Jingle Bells.” I
like that song. The first grade sang “All I want for Christmas is My Two Front

Teeth.” The second grade sang “Must Be Santa.” I sang with them. The third grade did “The
Dreidel Song.” The fourth grade played the recorders. They sounded awesome! The fifth graders
sang a beautiful song called “Shalom.” The sing-along was so fun!

What I liked about the sing-along was that we all sang holiday songs. I like them because
they are cheerful. My favorite song is “Must Be Santa.”

Mrs. Battavio taught us the songs in music. She helped us a lot! Thank you, Mrs.
Battavio!
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Celebrating the Presidential Inauguration____________________________________

The White House
Drawing by Cammie Barnieu
Grade 1

The White House Gingerbread House
Created by Charlie, Harrison, and Maddie Malone

Michael Casey for President…Probably Not!
By Michael Casey Kindergarten

If I were President, I would give everybody the day off so he or she
can play outside. But I really don’t think I want to be President of the United
States because the President has too much paperwork to do.


