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Interview with Mrs. Hilden about The Great Coin Battle
By Sean McGroary Grade 2

I met with Mrs. Hilden about The Great Coin Battle. Mrs. Hilden said
she really had a lot of fun doing this project. Mrs. Hilden said she had lots
of helpers.

Mrs. Densmore made the giant poster, and Mrs. Sweeney helped get
ready for the collection. Mrs. Hilden thought the best part of The Great Coin
Battle was doing the announcements everyday.

Mrs. Hilden is planning on doing The Great Coin Battle again for the
next school year. She is planning on using the same bottles and the same
poster. Mrs. Hilden also hopes to use the same carts she kept the bottles on, as
long as Mr. Frank lets her use the carts.

Mrs. Hilden collected $450 from The Great Coin Battle, and I got to see
the safe where she keeps the money. The money is used to help the families of
Indian Lane for holidays and field trips. Mrs. Hilden thinks this is a great way
to raise money for the kids and so do I. She has a lot of fun doing this.

When I asked Mrs. Hilden what grade she was rooting for, she said, "All
the grades." But we all know that the second and third grades won!!
YEAH!!!!

A Day of Service at Fair Acres
By Nicholas Evangelista Grade 3

During the holiday season, the third graders got a chance to visit
Fair Acres, which is a retirement home. While we were there, we played
Bingo with the people and workers.

My friend Jonah and I were able to call out the Bingo numbers.
After a little while, it was time for someone else to have a turn. Jonah
and I had a fun time when we were calling out the numbers. After we
were done, we then got to play the game too! I almost got a prize, but I
was missing one number. If you did receive a prize, you gave it to one of the people who live there.

After we were done playing Bingo, we all sang holiday songs for the people. We sang “The
Dreidel Song,” “Frosty the Snowman,” and “Jingle Bells.”

After we were done, we all went back to school. Everyone had lots of fun visiting Fair Acres,
including me.
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School Happenings________________________________________________________

Reading Olympics
By Lauren Woznicki Grade 5

The Olympics are coming to Indian Lane! Not the sporting Olympics but the Reading Olympics! To
find out more about them, read on.

For this issue of the Ink, I interviewed Mrs. Marzano about the fifth grade Reading Olympics team. I
asked her questions about Reading Olympics and here is a brief summary of her answers. The Reading
Olympics is a competition between elementary schools where kids read books from a list and then answer
questions about the books. She told me that there could be up to 15 kids on a team. The members of this
year’s team are: Michael McGroary, Charlie Malone, Louie Lombardo, Joey DiProsperos, Kelly Flood,
Cassidy Moretti, Joliet Nicholson, Samantha Lee, Isabella Evangelista, Rebeka Pilkauskas, Jessica Davis,
Claire McGlinchey, Emily Egan, Lizzie Howe-Consiglio, and me. The team meets on days one and seven
during lunch. At the meetings, we discuss the books and quiz each other about them. The team members can
read the books on their own or with a partner. Mrs. Marzano said that it didn’t matter how the team members
read, as long as they read. She was nice enough to let us choose our reading partners.

I was curious to know if she had to run the team since she was the librarian. She told me
that she doesn’t have to be in charge but she thought it would be a fun experience. I also asked her
if she tried to get the books from the list into the Indian Lane library. She said that she does try so
it makes it easier for the team to get the different books. She also added that we already had most of
the books in the library, but the ones she didn’t have she borrowed from other schools or libraries.
Then I asked her if she had to read the books before we do. Her answer was no she doesn’t but it
makes the meetings easier.

I asked her how many other schools participated. She said that she didn’t know but our team goes
against three other teams. Mrs. Marzano said that the best part about the Reading Olympics was getting to
work with the kids, talking about the books and getting to read the books herself. She also said that she did it
because this is the first year that Indian Lane has participated in the Olympics. The last question I asked her
was if there was anything else she wanted to share about the competition. She said that if you want to learn
more about Reading Olympics you can check out her website and click on the Reading Olympics link. Here’s
a heads up for all of you fourth graders. If you are interested in being on the team, the spots are open to you
next year.

The Second Grade Read-In
By Lindsay Cave Grade 2

The second grade Read-In took place in the school library back in December. It was based on a
winter theme. We wore our pajamas. We first set up our sleeping bags. Then, when everyone had arrived,
Mrs. Nolen read a book to us. The book was called Gingerbread Friends. I liked the story, and I think the
other second graders enjoyed the story too. Then we had cookies, chips, popcorn, and more. It was yummy!
Then we read a step for the 100 book challenge. I read Christmas books. They were good books. Later we
made a craft. We decorated a paper gingerbread man with glitter and markers.

At the beginning of the Read-In, we wrote our names on a ticket. They were put into a basket, and
then my mom, Mrs. Cave, picked several tickets with her eyes closed. I think the winners were Ben Knower,
Billy Huggett, Alexa Gallo, Sophia Tumolo, Morgan King, and ME! If your name was picked, you won a
poster from the Book Fair! I won a poster with a picture of Bella Lara, a pretty white horse. Then it was time
to leave. It was fun! I wish we could do it again this year.



3

School Happenings________________________________________________________

Holiday Celebration at Indian Lane
By Michelle Casey Grade 3

Did you attend the Holiday Celebration at Indian Lane on December 13?
I did, and I thought the Holiday Celebration was a fun way to celebrate the
holidays with my family. My and family and I decorated a gingerbread house, I
had my picture taken with Santa, and I did some Christmas shopping for my
mom, dad, sister, and brother. I also helped the night before the celebration with
the set up of tables, and getting all the candy, marshmallows, sprinkles, and icing
ready for everyone to decorate the gingerbread houses.

Indian Lane plans to have the Holiday Celebration again next year. I hope they do
because I will go and I hope I will see you there!

Gingerbread House
By Madelyn Niss Grade 2

In December, Indian Lane had a holiday event. There were different
activities, and one of them was a Gingerbread House project. We picked up our
house, and it was already put together but no decorations were on it. There was a
lot of different candy on the table to use on the house. We put icing on the candy
and used the candy to decorate the house. I used lollipops for trees and a candy
cane for a chimney. Decorating the Gingerbread House was a lot fun!

Indian Lane School Holiday Sing-Along
By Margaret Howe-Consiglio Grade 2

For the Holiday Sing-Along, the Kindergarten sang “Jingle Bells.” I
like that song. The first grade sang “All I want for Christmas is My Two Front

Teeth.” The second grade sang “Must Be Santa.” I sang with them. The third grade did “The
Dreidel Song.” The fourth grade played the recorders. They sounded awesome! The fifth graders
sang a beautiful song called “Shalom.” The sing-along was so fun!

What I liked about the sing-along was that we all sang holiday songs. I like them because
they are cheerful. My favorite song is “Must Be Santa.”

Mrs. Battavio taught us the songs in music. She helped us a lot! Thank you, Mrs.
Battavio!
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Celebrating the Presidential Inauguration____________________________________

The White House
Drawing by Cammie Barnieu
Grade 1

The White House Gingerbread House
Created by Charlie, Harrison, and Maddie Malone

Michael Casey for President…Probably Not!
By Michael Casey Kindergarten

If I were President, I would give everybody the day off so he or she
can play outside. But I really don’t think I want to be President of the United
States because the President has too much paperwork to do.
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Celebrating the Presidential Inauguration____________________________________

President Obama
Drawing by Ian Wade Grade 4

President Obama
By Emma Barnieu Grade 3

President Obama is very special because he is the first president to be African American. And he
is very smart. Also, he has small kids, and there have not been many small kids in the White House.
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People____________________________________________________________________

One of Millions
By Billy Angelina Grade 3

My brother witnessed history being made!
My oldest brother Mike took a trip with Penncrest
High School through Smithsonian Student Travel to be
part of the Presidential Inauguration! I interviewed
Mike to find out what it was like to be there.

I asked Mike what inspired him to go on this
trip. He said, “I wanted to see history take place. In
addition, I had never been to the Capital and thought it
would be my only chance to get a full tour of it.” Mike
told me his favorite part of the trip was, “the
Inauguration because it was a historic and fun
experience in all aspects.” He was happy to be part of
history and was glad that everything worked out better
than he expected. He went with 41 other
Penncrest students, and they were divided
into five groups. Mike could not believe
they were able to stay together throughout
the entire ceremony.

I asked Mike what he thought
would be in history books about this
inauguration. Mike thought the fact that
the first African American became
president and a great number of people
(estimated at two million) attended the
inauguration and packed into the National
Mall will be in the history books.

I wondered what Mike will remember about
this experience going to the inauguration, so I asked
him. Mike said, “I will always remember after
President Obama’s speech, looking down from the top
of a hill, and seeing the amount of people in the Mall
and in the streets that day. I will never forget the
image of the sea of people down the hill, and
throughout the city, and what the reactions of my
friends, others in the group, and mine were. We were
blown away by the amount of people.”

I asked Mike what he would recommend
touring in Washington, D.C. Mike said, “I
recommend going to the Lincoln Memorial and
reading Lincoln’s two famous addresses from inside
the memorial walls; seeing the Washington Monument
and how it portrays George Washington. I also
recommend looking at the Vietnam War Wall and
taking notice of how many names are on it. After
seeing those landmarks, I recommend looking at any
one of the Smithsonian Museums and seeing the

fascinating exhibits they have on display. I
suggest looking at Union Station to notice
how big it is. You should visit and see how unique
Washington, D.C. is compared to other large cities
in the country.”

Mike went to an Inaugural Ball. I asked
him to describe it. He said, “The ball was very well-
coordinated. Everything about it was excellent.
From the place, to the decorations, food, drinks,
tables, entertainment, and even cardboard cut-outs of
President Obama and Vice-President Biden to take
photos with were all set up nicely, and in a very
formal manner.”

Mike’s trip lasted four days. He left
early Sunday and returned Wednesday night.
When I was talking to Mike, I asked, “Even
though it was cold and your tour group was very
busy visiting Washington, D.C. was it worth going
on the trip?” Mike replied, “Yes, the inauguration
itself was a rewarding trip.” Mike said he had to
wake up at 4:15 a.m. to get to his group’s spot on
the lawn for the inauguration.

My mom told me stories about how
Mike loved learning and knowing about the
presidents when he was in kindergarten and first
grade. I asked Mike if he could meet any
president, dead or alive, who would it be, why,
and what would you ask him. Mike said, “I would
like to meet George Washington because he set the
precedent for presidents of this county. I would
ask him if he approves of the way people of today
view the office of president and if he approves the
way the other 42 leaders served as president.”

“I will always
remember after
President
Obama’s speech,
looking down
from the top of a
hill, and seeing
the amount of
people in the
Mall and in the
streets that day.”

Mike’s view of President Obama’s First
Inaugural Address.
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People_____________________________________________________________________
My Interview with Dr. Kerr, Superintendent of Rose Tree Media School District
By Meghan R. Grade 1

1. What does a Superintendent do?
This is a tough question! I take care of all of
the schools in our district, elementary,
middle, and high school, and I make sure
our 600 employees do their jobs well.

2. What do you like better, being a
teacher or superintendent, and why? My
first love is teaching. Now I like teaching
teachers in college. Being a superintendent
is very challenging because I have to make
many decisions that often make people
unhappy. But, I am also able to do many
wonderful things to improve learning for
children and that part of my job I enjoy.

3. When I grow up, I want to be
Cowgirl. What did you want to be when
you were in elementary school? I always
wanted to be a teacher and that is how I
started my career.

4. What was your first job? I taught
sixth grade and had 51 students in my class.

5. What is you favorite thing about
working at Indian Lane Elementary? The
boys and girls of course! Then, the teachers
and other employees are second. Everyone
at Indian Lane is always so friendly.

6. I like to draw. What hobbies do you
have? I like to draw too. I also like to
make things such as stained glass objects. I
also like to fix things around my house.

7. I just went to Disney World. Where
have you been on vacation? I have been to
Disney World several times also and I love
it. I have also gone to California, Puerto
Rico, Bermuda, China, and Italy.

8. I had dinner with Donald Duck, Goofy, and
Minnie Mouse. With whom would you like to
have dinner? I would love to have dinner with
President Obama and his wife, Oprah Winfrey,
Mickey Mouse, and Tony Bennett.

9. What is your favorite board game?
Scrabble and Monopoly.

10. My
favorite movie is
Far From Home.
What is your
favorite movie?
It’s a Wonderful
Life.

11. My
favorite Holiday
is Christmas.
What is your
favorite holiday? My favorite holiday is
Christmas too!

12. My favorite animal is a Gorilla. What is
your favorite animal? My favorite animal is
Koko the Gorilla. I can’t believe we have so much
in common.

13. Do you play a sport? I exercise on my own
and play tennis.

14. I have a dog. Do you have a pet? I have a
Chow Chow dog named Princess who looks like a
lion.

15. My favorite flower is a rose. What is
your favorite? My favorite flower is a
sunflower.

16. Do you have brothers or sisters? I
have 2 brothers and 1 sister.

17. What kind of snacks do you like? I
like lots of kinds of snacks. My favorite snack
is soft pretzels.

18. What is your favorite type of
transportation? I like to ride in airplanes but
not for extra long rides. It took 13 hours to get to
China.

19. I would like to play the piano someday.
Do you play any instruments? I wish I played
the piano! Since it is never too late to learn, I
hope to take lessons someday soon.
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An Interview with President Judge Joseph P. Cronin, Jr.
Common Pleas Judge at the Delaware County Courthouse in Media
By Allison K. Grade 2

Q: What is a judge and what is a president judge?
A: A judge is elected by the people to help settle arguments or differences of opinion between people
or between the people and their government. A president judge is elected by his or her fellow judges
to handle administrative matters for the Court and to preside (to exercise management or control)
over meetings and discussions of his or her fellow judges.

Q: How long have you been a judge and how long have you been the president judge?
A: Seventeen years as judge (1992 until now); One year as president judge (January 2008 until now).

Q: How did you become a judge?
A: I graduated from law school in 1975 and practiced law for seventeen years. I began practicing as an Assistant
District Attorney until 1978. I then practiced as a private attorney with a law firm until 1991. I ran successfully for
election to a ten year term as a judge beginning in 1992. I ran for retention in 2001 for a second ten year term beginning
in 2002.

Q: Where did you go to college and law school?
A: St. Joseph’s College in Philadelphia, and Duquesne University School of Law in Pittsburgh.

Q: What is the best part of your job?
A: Working with my fellow judges, the many fine lawyers, and all of the great people who make up the court system in
Media.

Q: Can you please describe a case that you would consider a happy one?
A: I conduct my happiest cases every third Thursday of the month when I preside over adoption hearings because I
unite children with parents who will be loving and caring.

Q: Can you please describe a case that you would consider a sad one?
A: I experienced most of my saddest cases when I was a judge in criminal court.

Q: Can you please describe a case that you would consider a scary one?
A: I really have not had what I would call a scary case. There have been very few scary moments when someone acts
up after they have heard a verdict but the staff and sheriffs calm them down quickly.

Q: What do you like to do in your free time?
A: Travel, read, golf.

Q: Do you have any role models? If so, who?
A: George C. Marshall. (See “Did you know…” below.)

Q: What is your favorite book or movie?
A: Books: 1948: A History of the First Arab-Israeli War by Benny Morris; America’s Game: The Epic Story of How
Pro Football Captured a Nation by Michael MacCambridge. Movie: Breaker Morant. (An Australian film about
injustice and betrayal in the Boer War in South Africa in the early 1900s.)

Did you know…?

George C. Marshall was America's foremost soldier during World War II, served as chief of staff from 1939 to 1945,
served as Secretary of State from 1947 to 1949, and developed the “Marshall Plan,” a program that provided economic
and military aid to foreign nations.
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An Interview with
Screenwriter Mark McCorkle
By Joey Angelina Grade 5

My Uncle Mark is a
screenwriter and currently has a
movie playing in theaters, Hotel for
Dogs, which he co-wrote. His name is Mark
McCorkle. I interviewed him to learn about his
job.

I asked Uncle Mark what gave him the idea
to write Hotel for Dogs. He told me that “Hotel
for Dogs was originally a book by Lois Duncan.
Dreamworks Pictures decided to make it into a
movie. They actually had a couple of different
writers on the movie, before they hired Bob
Schooley, my writing partner, and me to see what
we could do with it. Often movies have different
writers contributing to the process.”

Next, I asked
Uncle Mark if there
was a certain type of
dog he had in mind
when creating the

movie. My uncle replied, “Bob and I both have
dogs. His family has two dogs and lots of other
animals. My family has three dogs. So we had
some good ideas of the crazy stuff dogs do…
including dog doo. The specific breeds used in the
movie were chosen by the animal trainers. They
rescued dogs from animal shelters and trained
them to do the tricks and stunts.”

I wanted to know if it is hard to co-write a
movie. Uncle Mark told me, “Co-writing is
actually fun. Imagine hanging out with your best
friend all day. You try to make him laugh, while
he tries to make you laugh. It’s a great way to
work. Sometimes we don’t agree, but those
arguments usually make the script better.”

I asked Uncle Mark if he got a chance to
make changes to the script once it was taped. He
said, “They did do some script changing and
re-shoots, but they used a different writer for that
process.”

Another question I asked him
was if he was always a good writer in
school. Uncle Mark said, “I was not
always a good writer. I loved reading
and drawing, but I didn’t know all the
rules of grammar and how to write
properly. It took me a while to realize
that I just needed to practice. You can memorize the
rules of baseball, but you need to get out and play if
you want to improve your game. It’s the same with
writing. The more I did it, the better I got.”

Next, I asked Uncle Mark, “What were some
things his teachers suggested or complimented about
his writing?” He told me, “The one thing teachers
always encouraged was my imagination.” Uncle Mark
is very creative and makes me laugh a lot!

I had a few more questions for Uncle Mark. I
asked him, “Did you think you would be a screenwriter
when you were a child?” Uncle Mark said, “No, I can
honestly say I did not expect to be a screenwriter. I
hoped I would have some kind of creative job. By high
school, I think I decided that working in television and
movies was my goal.”

While interviewing Uncle Mark, I asked him
what his favorite book or movie is. He said, “My
favorite books are Lord of the Rings and the Harry
Potter books. My favorite movies are Star Wars and
The Incredibles.

Next, I asked him, “What other shows, movies, or
books have you written or created?” He told me, “My
writing partner and I created and produced the Kim
Possible series for Disney Channel. We co-wrote the
movie Sky High. We co-wrote a book called Liar of
Kudzu. Currently, we are at Nickelodeon producing a
series called The Penguins of Madagascar.

Finally, I asked Uncle Mark, “If
you could be any character in movies,
shows, or books that you created, who
you would like to be?” Uncle Mark
replied, “I would be Dr. Drakken
from Kim Possible because I would
like to take over the world.”

“The one
thing teachers
always
encouraged
was my
imagination.”
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Mrs. Durant is Fun!
By Lauren N. Kindergarten

Mrs. Durant is a fun teacher because she does lots of fun crafts with us. One of my
favorite was the ice castles. Mrs. Durant is nice and she reads good books and she has a
treasure chest.

A Great Role Model
By Andrew G. Grade 4

My role model is my dad for many reasons. The first reason is he keeps me
safe and healthy. He also takes me to all of my extra activities, and he helps me with
my math homework. My dad teaches me the difference between right and wrong,
and always encourages me to do the right thing. He helps me face new challenges,
and to tackle my fears. My dad plays with me so that I can get better at basketball,
baseball, and soccer, and wants me to always be a good sport and be positive. My
dad wants me to love the game. We play football together on the beach. My dad
keeps me busy! We have a terrific time no matter what we do. That is why my dad
is a great role model.

GameChains®
By Emerson Smith Grade 3

I asked my friend, Caroline, and her dad, Chip Stockman (who graduated
from high school with Mrs. Herman), about their invention, GameChains®, which
keeps you from losing your Nintendo DS games.

They came up with the GameChains® idea when on vacation with some friends in the Poconos. A
few of Caroline’s friends got their Nintendo DS games mixed up. So she and her dad were thinking that they
should make an invention that would keep people’s games together but still let them be shared with friends.
After a few versions, they sent GameChains® to the U.S. Patent Office, where the government gives
permission for only that person to sell the product. It only took a few months to design the tabs, logo, and
packaging, but it took about a year to find just the right glue!

Caroline (only eight years old when they started) and her Dad have sold them to kids in other countries
like Italy, Denmark, and the United Kingdom. You cannot get them in stores, only through their
website: www.GameChains.com. One box of GameChains® is $9.95. One box includes eight tabs (two each
in blue, orange, yellow, and green), a metal chain (white or black), and ten adhesive strips to stick to your
games. Their slogan (which Caroline wrote) is "You don't carry your keys without a keychain,
why carry your games without GameChains®?”

I think GameChains® are really cool because they were invented by a kid. Thanks Caroline and Mr.
Stockman for taking the time out of your day to do this interview!

Make sure to log onto www.GameChains.com and buy some for you, your friends, and your
family. Be sure to ask your parents’ permission first.
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My Interview with Dan Connor:
Linebacker for the Carolina Panthers, former Penn State All-Star
By Joey DiProsperos Grade 5

I was fortunate enough to talk to Dan Connor, rookie linebacker for the Carolina
Panthers and former Penn State linebacker. Dan grew up in Wallingford, PA, and played
football for Strath Haven High School. I asked Dan when he started playing football, and,
since a lot of people in the area play for the Colts, I wondered which team he played for.
I also asked him what positions he played.

He said he started playing football in kindergarten. He played for the Wallingford Huskies, and he
played running back and safety. I asked who inspired him to play football. Dan said his Dad inspired him to
play football. When he was younger, his dad was a coach at Widener, University of Pennsylvania, and
Swarthmore. He and his family would go to all of his dad's games, so Dan says it’s in his blood. After
graduating from Strath Haven, Dan played football at Penn State. I asked him what it was like to play under
Joe Paterno. He said it was a great experience to be coached by a living legend. He was a great coach and
motivator. Dan will be forever grateful to have been coached by him.

I asked him what has been his proudest moment so far in his career. He said it would have to be
winning the Chuck Bednarik award last year. It is presented to the top defender in college football. It was a
great honor to him.

Since being drafted in 2008 by the Carolina Panthers, I asked if he had met any other famous football
players. He said he has met both Peyton and Eli Manning, John Elway, and Dan Marino.

During the third game of the 2008 season, Dan tore his ACL and
was sidelined for the rest of the season. I asked him how his injury has
affected him since he wasn’t able to play this year. He said this was
his first major injury, so it was pretty hard not to get on the field for
practices and games with his teammates. He’s looking forward to next
season.

I asked him how he likes playing for the Panthers, and, if he
could play for another football team, which one would that be? He
said it has been a great experience so far. It's not too far away, so his
family can visit. He would obviously love to play for the Eagles. It
would be awesome to play for his hometown team.

I wondered what advice he would give to kids who want to be professional athletes. He said to work
very hard on and off the field, which includes in the weight room and the classroom. Being a professional
athlete means being good at your sport, as well as being educated. It takes a lot of discipline and
determination to excel in both athletics and education.

My last question came from my dad who wanted to know if Coach Tag (Tagliaterra) was as hard on
him as he was on my dad when he played for Nether Providence (class of '76). He laughed and said Coach
Tag was hard on him too. That's what makes him such a great coach, and Strath Haven has been so successful
because of his coaching.

“It takes a lot of
discipline and
determination to
excel in both
athletics and
education.”
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One of My Favorite Super Bowls of My Life!
By Christian Evans Grade 4

When the Steelers and the Cardinals got into the Super Bowl, I thought it was
going to be a blowout. On Super Bowl Sunday, I went to my friend’s house to watch
the game. The game was really exciting, especially when the Cardinals almost got a
touchdown at halftime, but James Harrison returned a hundred yard interception for a
touchdown instead, a Super Bowl record!

Larry Fitzgerald didn’t have as good a game as he did in the NFC Championship. At the end of the
game, Ben Roethlisberger threw a touchdown pass to Santonio Holmes. It was an amazing play. I heard on
Sports Center that this Super Bowl was the most watched Super Bowl ever. And it was one of the favorite
Super Bowls of my life.

STEELERS, THE CHAMPIONS!

My First Hat Trick
By Emanuel Chuckran Grade 2

This is the story of my very first goal and my very first hat trick, all in the same game.
This is my second year playing on the Penncrest Elementary Hockey team. I play forward
with my brother Daniel. After playing and wishing I would score all season, I had a feeling I
was going to score a goal this time. I couldn’t wait to get out on the ice.

On my second shift out on the ice, I got the puck from my brother Daniel and
shot it at the net. Goal! Wow, the puck went in the net! I couldn’t believe it. I was so
excited when I skated back to the bench, and my whole team was cheering for me. I
got back out on the ice with Daniel again, and, once again, I shot and scored! It was a
give and go pass from Daniel, and he was so happy to see me score. I was even happier
because I had scored my second goal.

But I didn’t get off the ice and had a breakaway. I shot the puck so hard and scored again! I could not
believe I had scored another goal. All of the parents were cheering so loudly. From the bench, I could hear
them shouting my name, “Way to go, Emanuel!” And a bunch of dads threw their hats onto the ice.

When I got off the ice after the game, my mom and dad looked so happy. Back in the locker room, my
teammates were still cheering for me and my coach gave me the game puck. My brothers were so proud of me.
They kept telling me how amazing I was. My brother Nathaniel gave me candy because he was so happy for
me.

It felt great to score my first goal and first hat trick. It was the most exciting night of my life.

Did you know…?

“…From the bench,
I could hear them
shouting my name,
‘Way to go,
Emanuel!’...”

A Hat Trick is three goals scored by one player in one game.
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“The Chronicles of Narnia: The Exhibition”
By Stephen Clair Grade 5

A few weeks ago, my family and I went to the Franklin Institute to see “The Chronicles of Narnia: The
Exhibition.” You enter Narnia through the wardrobe into the snow. They have the real costumes and other
things that they used in the movies. There is a frozen waterfall where you can leave the mark of your hand by
pressing it on the ice. You can also sit on the White Witch’s ice throne; the seat and the arms are cold. You
can lift up swords and suits of armor. There is even a catapult that you can shoot if you want to.

You can go to the exhibit until April 19, 2009. The
next movie, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, is scheduled to
come out in December, 2010. I read all seven of the Narnia
books so I was expecting a lot from the exhibit. I liked the
King Tut exhibit more than I liked this one, but if you are a fan
of Narnia, you should go.

Scout Day at Big Boulder
By Grace Harding Grade 3

January 25 was Scout Day at Big Boulder Mountain. Big Boulder is a mountain in
the Poconos that is about an hour and forty minutes away from Media. The event was
organized by the Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania. The car ride was fun, so it didn’t
feel that long. We even had to drive through a tunnel, which was built through a
mountain. It is called the Lehigh Valley Tunnel.

When we got to the mountain, we put on our equipment. Then we got our poles. We also got stickers,
which are passes to get on the ski lifts. The temperature that day was about 8 degrees Fahrenheit, so it was
quite cold. With the wind blowing on the mountain, it made it much colder than that! It is surprising, though,
how much you get warmed up when you ski.

Most Girl Scouts took a group lesson to learn the basic skills in skiing. There was only one other girl
from my troop there, but it didn’t matter because we are best friends and we skied together. We also
skied with my parents and brother and my friend’s mom. After our lesson finished, we went on
the magic carpet to a bunny hill. The bunny hill had cones, and that is where we
practiced the skills we learned. Next, we moved on to the bigger hills. We had to go on
the chair lift to get up the mountain, which was the most exciting part of the day!

The ski trip to Big Boulder was a fantastic day, and I can’t wait to go back!!!
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Places for Kids to Visit_______________________________________________________

Washington, D.C.
By Katie Coyne Grade 1

Washington, D.C. is a fun place to visit. It is about two hours away. We went to Washington, D.C.
during Christmas vacation, and we also went a few other times. This time we saw the White House and the
National Christmas Tree. We went to a lot of museums and did a lot of walking. Here are some of the
things you can see in Washington, D.C. that are fun for kids.

At the National Museum of American History, you can see the ruby slippers that
Judy Garland wore when she was 16 and was in the movie The Wizard of Oz. They are
worn out but they are still shiny.

In another museum, The National Museum of Natural History, there are lots of
things to see but my favorites are the gems and the bugs. The gems are all different fantastic colors and
shapes. My favorite gems were very bright turquoise. They were pointed at the top and curvy at the bottom.
We also saw the Hope Diamond. It is the biggest blue diamond on earth, with many small white diamonds
around it on a necklace. But be careful: it can be really crowded if you go there! But it rotates around in its
case so you can eventually see it.

At The National Gallery of Art, they have many paintings, but my favorite things are the
great big Alexander Calder mobiles and the Matisse cutouts. Matisse used bright colors like
dark blue and light green and hot pink and cut them out to make interesting shapes of people and
flowers. He did the cutouts when he couldn’t paint because he was too old. People had to give
him colored paper because he couldn’t hold a paintbrush any more.

You can also visit the U.S. Capitol. The dome is called the rotunda and it is very tall.
The capitol has a new Visitor’s Center and big new cafeteria too. (Mom and Dad said it is the very best
place to eat near the Mall, but I didn’t like the soup!) You can also see the White House, which is where
President Obama lives with his family. You have to ask for the tickets (from your congressperson) really
early to go to the White House tour, and we were too late.

You can go to most places in Washington, D.C. on the Metro. It is fun to use
the Metro maps because you can count the stops. If you get tired, you can also get a
taxi.

Outside of Washington, D.C., there are other places to visit like Mount
Vernon, where George Washington lived. You can see the rooms in the house and
George Washington’s bed where he died.

There are many hotels in the city. We stayed at the Embassy Suites near DuPont Circle. You can
have a free breakfast and there are lots of different foods. You can have free popcorn and chips to ruin your
dinner, too.

There are lots of other things to do in Washington, D.C. that I didn’t even write about in this article
(like the National Zoo) and that’s why it’s such a fun place to visit.

www.google.com/images

www.google.com/images

www.google.com/images



16

Fun Things for Kids to Do___________________________________________________

Chichester Aqua Eagles
By Kenna Kaut Grade 1

I am on the swim team. I go to swim practice every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday. At practice, we have to work on our stroke and
swim a lot of laps. Last week we had a special meet. Only the kids under 8
years old could go. I got first place in the 100IM. The IM is when you swim

a lap of butterfly, then backstroke, then breaststroke, and then freestyle. I also got three second place
ribbons.

It was really fun and I really like swimming. My mom says that it is great exercise and I get to swim
with my friend Hannah. I also get to swim with a lot of other kids from Indian Lane. If you like swimming
you should try swim team!

Winter Days
By Paige Del Casale Grade 4

I like snowy winter days! On a winter day, when the snow is falling
there are a lot of fun things to do. You can build a snowman, go sledding
down a big hill, and have snowball fights.

From the bus on the way home from school, I saw people on the frozen
pond which made me want to go on it too. I went home and asked my mom to
take us. My mom took my brothers, sister, and me to the pond. I skated all
around, even through the snow where no one had shoveled it off yet. Someone
brought their dog and he chased a ball all around the ice. He kept sliding past
the ball. It was funny! He was a very cute black lab. We stayed for a while
and then went home to have hot chocolate. This was my favorite winter day!



17

Fun Things for Kids to Do___________________________________________________

Pond Hockey
By Jack Del Casale Grade 1

Finally, the pond was frozen! Kids were skating on it. My
mom took my brother Evan, sisters Alex and Paige, and me skating
too. I played hockey with my brother and his friends. Paige and I
skated through the snowy parts too. I didn’t want to leave and I
can’t wait to skate on the pond again!

What Kids Can Do For Fun over the Weekend!
By Courtney Tripler Grade 3

There are a lot of fun things that kids can do over the weekend. My
favorite thing to do is to go roller skating at CN Skate Palace. Sometimes I
go ice skating at Ice Works or bowling at Conchester Lanes. Some other fun
thing you could do is to go to the movies with friends or to tour a museum. I
like to play basketball and soccer if it is nice outside. You can go bike riding
or skate boarding. You could stay home and play the Wii or play board
games.

For fun, these 5th grade girls joined
the Knitting Club with Mrs. Venuto
and Mrs. Arbutina!
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Interests________________________________________________________________

Helping To End World Hunger and Poverty
By Rob Baidokas Grade 4

For Christmas, I received an unusual gift from my aunt and cousin.
They honored me by sponsoring a goat through Heifer International. Heifer
International is a nonprofit organization that has been helping communities
all over the world to end hunger and poverty while caring for the earth.

This is how the program works. Heifer provides animals and training in environmentally
friendly farming techniques to families that need good sources of food and income. They plant
trees and grasses so that they will have enough food for a healthy diet for their new animals. The
gift of an animal or animals is given in someone’s name.

Then Heifer donates goats, water buffalo, chickens, llamas, cows, rabbits, sheep, pigs,
and even bees to needy families. Goats give milk to drink or to make into butter, cheese, and
yogurt. Water buffalo enable farmers to grow up to four times more rice than they could if plowing
by hand. Chicks, ducks, and geese provide eggs and meat on a regular basis and families can sell
the eggs for extra income. Llamas and sheep provide wool to make warm clothes. Cows provide
milk and meat and can pull a plow. Rabbits will produce four litters a year and can be used as a
source of food. Rabbit manure also makes great fertilizer which produces better crops. Pigs can
produce 16 piglets a year and can be sold at six months for meat. Bees give honey and wax and
increase crops through pollination.

Every family who receives a gift of an animal from Heifer International promises to pass
on one or more of its offspring to another family in need. As more families receive help, this will
reduce world hunger.

Sponsoring an animal through Heifer makes a great gift. The cost to sponsor one or more
animals is between $120 and $500. To learn more on how you can help to end world hunger, log
on to www.heifer.org. Or call 800-696-1918.

New Children’s Books about Heifer:

Beatrice’s Goat by Page McBrier
Give a Goat by Jan West Schrock
The Chicken and the Worm by Page McBrier


